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CommntitBtaltb uf Hiassat^sttts. 



To the EoTuyrable the Senate and Souse of Represenlaiivea of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts: 

The Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners, as required 
by the provisions of section 2 of chapter 19 of the Public 
Statutes, respectfully submit the following report of their 
doings in the year 1893. 

The Legislature have required, by chapter 144 of the Acts 
of 1893, that annual reports of State boards or commissions 
containing recommendations or suggestions for legislative 
action shall be deposited with the Secretary of the Common- 
wealth on or before the first Wednesday in January of each 
year. In order to comply with this provision of law it has 
been necessary for this Board to end the period covered by 
the present report with the 30th of November instead-of the 
Slst day of December, as in previous years. This report, 
therefore, covers a period of only eleven months, but here- 
after the annual reports will cover a full year beginning 
from the 1st of December. 

Heabingb and Inspections. 

During the eleven months of 1 893 ending November 30, 
the Board have held one hundred and five formal sessions. 
At these meetings one hundred and forty-three hearings were 
given. The Board have passed upon ninety-five applications 
for licenses for structures or privileges in tide waters and 
great ponds ; of these ninety were granted, one was with- 
drawn by the petitioners after hearing, and fourwere refused. 
In the licenses granted suitable conditions and restrictions 
were imposed. 

Of the above-named meetings, one in regard to the estab- 
lishment of a river line at Springfield was held at that city, 
two in regard to the boundary line on tide water between 
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the towns of Mashpee and Barnstable were held at Cotuit 
in the town of Barnstable and one was held at Harwich in 
regard to certain structures in that town ; the other hearings 
were held at the office of the Board in Boston. 

The Commissioners have from time to time visited the 
localities where they have been asked to license structures in 
tide wat«rs, or to grant privileges for using or lowering 
waters of great ponds. In this way the Board have during 
the year visited and inspected the bridge at Muddy Cove 
between the towns of Chatham and Harwich, the jetties at the 
mouth of Herring River, in the last-named town, a wharf 
or landing in the harbor of Marblehead, a wharf on Mystic 
River at Medford, certain wharves in Fall River, Vincent 
Cove at Gloucester, the draw in the railroad bridge at Man- 
chester, Bartlett's and Darby ponds in Plymouth, and cer- 
tain structures in Lake Quinsigamond at Worcester. The 
Commissioners also visited and inspected the Province 
Lands, now subject to their jurisdiction. The inspections 
named were those made by the Board, but no license is ever 
granted without an actual inspection of the premises, either 
by the Board or one of its members, or by its engineers. 

Sooth Boston Flats. 

The work of filling and improving the tidewater lands 
known as the Commonwealth's Flats, at South Boston, has 
continued during the year on the general plan previously 
followed. Substantially all the work done during the year 
has been upon the portion of the lands known as the seventy- 
five-acre lot. 

The final settlement has been made with the New England 
Dredging Company for the work done under the contract 
dated April 8, 1889. In making this settlement $7,500 was 
paid to the said company for additional material required to 
complete the filling by reason of the sinking of the original 
surface, the soft mud underlying the filling being here much 
deeper than at any place previously filled. 

The contract with the San Francisco Bridge Company for 
dredging and filling a portion of the seventy-five-acre lot, 
dated Dec. 31, 1891, was completed and the final payment 
made in October, 1893. During the year 179,821 cubic 
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yards of material were dredged and deposited, moat of it on 
the area north of Congress Street, and a small quantity on the 
land south of Congress Street in order to fill some low places 
to the required level. This work was done by the hydraulic 
method and in a very satisfactory manner. The completion 
' of the work was delayed about three months beyond the con- 
tract time owing to the existence of a large number of small 
boulders in the material dredged, which broke the pumps 
very frequently and delayed the work. The presence of 
these boulders was not known or suspected either by the 
commissioners or the contractors when the contract was made. 
In the final settlement under the contract the San Francisco 
Bridge Company was paid $609.40 for expenses incurred in 
the removal of these boulders. 

The work under the contract with the Eastern Dredging 
Company for filling about 200,000 cubic yards at the north- 
east corner of the seventy-five-acre lot dated July 1, 1H92, 
and exteoded to January 1, 1894, is now in progress. During 
the year 74,962 cubic yards of material have been deposited 
under this contract. 

This work is being done by a combination process. The 
material is brought to the work in scows and then dug from 
the scows by a clam-shell dredge, and placed in a hopper on 
the wharf. It is then forced by water from steam pumps 
through a pipe to the place of deposit. This method deposits 
the material in such a manner that very little work is required 
to complete the grading. of the sur&ce. 

On June 13, 1893, after public advertisement, a contract 
was made with Perkins & White, the lowest bidders, to fill 
with gravel to grade 16 D and E Streets and the cross streets 
between C and E Streets, at the price of 63 cents per cubic 
yard. [See Appendix A.] Work has been commenced un- 
der this contract, and up to Dec. 1, 1893, 7,000 cubic yards 
of gravel have been deposited on the streets, most of it on 
E Street. 

On Aug. 1, 1893, a lease for 5 years was made to George 
C. Corcoran of 1.1,000 square feet of land on the southeast 
corner of Congress and C Streets, he agreeing to purchase 
the land at the expiration of the lease at the price of 80 cents 
per square foot, and agreeing to at once erect a large building 
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OD the premises. This huildiog has been built, and he is 
now carrying on his business there. 

Early in the year Mr, Peter McConorty notified the Board 
that the city board of health had ordered him to discon- 
tinue the basiness of storing manure on the premises he had 
leased from the Commonwealth. Accordingly this lease was 
terminated by mutual agreement. Later in the year the 
Board was informed that the board of health had withdrawn 
its objections to the business carried on by Mr, McConarty, 
and on Oct. 10, 1893, a lot in the same location, 50 feet 
square, was let to him at the rent of |60 per year, payable 
semi-annually in advance. 

The two small lots on the northerly side of the one-hun- 
dred-acre lot are stiU let as stated in the last report of the 
Board. 

During the year, the Walworth Manufacturing Company 
has graded its lot and enclosed it by a substantial fence, and, 
in addition to its large storage shed, has erected a building 
for the storage of naphtha. 

In November the city of Boston applied for permission to 
build a plank sidewalk on the southerly side of Congress 
Street, from C Street to L Street Bridge, and such permission 
was granted by the Board on Nov. 10, 1893. The walk is 
now in process of construction. 

The L Street Bridge, which was completed last December, 
has remained unused since that time. During the summer 
L Street was completed on the South Boston side from First 
Street to the Bridge, the roadway being paved and the edge- 
stones set ; but no work has been done on the Boston side 
with the exception of the plank walk above described. 

Up to the present time the New York & New England 
Railroad Company has successfully delayed the appointment, 
upon the petition of the city of Boston, of a commission, 
nnder the grade crossing act, to compel the carrying of Con- 
gress Street over the tracks of said railroad company. This 
has prevented the completion of Congress Street and corre- 
spondingly retarded the development of the Commonwealth's 
property at the South Boston flats. The importance of open- 
ing Congress Street to travel is so clear, that the city author- 
ities can probably be relied upon to press the matter as much 
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aa possible. In the meantime the erection of the plank walk 
for foot pasBengers is likely to call attention to the uncom- 
pleted thoroughfare. 

Under the contract with the Sao Francisco Bridge Com- 
pany, the reserved channel has been excavated to its full 
width of 400 feet ftom its head at E Street to a line 100 feet 
east of the easterly line of L Street and to its full depth of 
12 feet below mean low water. From this point the exca- 
vated channel continues in the same direction 110 feet wide 
on the bottom and 12 feet deep at mean low water to a 
point opposite George Lawley & Sons' yacht basin ; at that 
point it turns and runs about northeasterly 115 feet wide on 
the bottom and 8 feet deep at mean low water to a like depth 
in the main channel of the harbor. 

In the spring the buoys marking this channel were renewed 
and set at the entrance and at the angles in the channel. 

The balance in the Commonwealth's Flats improvement 
fund on the first day of January, 1893, available for carrying 
on the work was $69,698.93. To this has been added during 
the year $937.82 from the income of the fund, $2,259.94 
from rents of land and 195,000 paid into the fund from the 
treasury of the Commonwealth under the provisions of chap- 
ter 93 of the Acts of 1889, and chapter 19 of the Acta of 
1893, making a total of 1167,896.69. Of this sum there 
has been expended during the year $88,947.23, leaving an 
available balance on December 1, 1893, of 178,949.46. 

It is estimated that this balance will be sufficient to pay 
for all the work now contracted for and also the expenses in- 
cidental to its completion. In order to provide for the re- 
mainder of the filling required to raise to the established 
grade the whole of the area enclosed by the present sea-wall 
and bulkheads, it is estimated that it will be necessary to 
authorize the payment of $50,000 into the fund for the year 
1894. 

SUHVETS, 

Dnring the year the work on the South Boston Flats has 
as usual occupied a large part of the time of the engineer 
of the Board and bis assistants. The surveys in connection 
with the contracts for filling have taken much time, and 
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the large amouat of filling brought bj teams has required 
constant attention. 

Two surveya were made of the portion of the Reserved 
Channel dredged by the San Francisco Bridge Company, one 
in April, on which to base the instructions as to the final lev- 
elling of the excavation, and the other in August and Septem- 
ber, upon the completion of the work. The bottom waa 
found to be remarkably smooth and of even depth at the re- 
quired grade. 

April 28, 1893, an examination and sketch were made of 
the wharf of William H. Friend and the launching ways of 
Thomas A. Irving, in Vincent Cove, Gloucester. 

May 9, 1893, a line of levels was run from Bartlett's Pond, 
in Plymouth, to the outlet of the mill-pond on the stream 
above Bartlett's Pond, to determine the comparative eleva- 
tions between the floor of the outlet of the mill-pond and 
the natural level of Bartlett's Pond, and on October 12 cop- 
per bolts were set in rocks near the shore of Bartlett's Pond 
marking the level below which the pond should not be drawn 
under a proposed license of this Board to the Beaver Dam 
Cranberry Bog Company to erect structures in the outlet of 
the pond. 

May 9, 1893, levels were taken at Darby Pond, in Plym- 
outh, to determine the level below which the pond should not 
be drawn in flowing cranberry bogs. 

June 8, 1893, levels were taken on Salter's Beach, near 
the Gurnet, in Plymouth, to compare with previous levels to 
see how the beach is affected, if at all, by the removal of 
gravel under permits given to the owner of the beach. So 
far as appears at present, the removal of the gravel from the 
proper places and in a proper manner does not injure the 
beach. 

In June, July and August, a survey and plan were made 
of Popponesset Bay, in Mashpee and Barnstable, to be used 
in defining the boundary line on tide water between the two 
towns under chapter 105 of the Resolves of 1893. This 
took considerable time, the field work alone occupying nearly 
three weeks. 

In July and in September and October surveys were made 
at Provincetown for the purpose of fixing and marking the 
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bounds of the Province Lands as established by chapter 470 
of the Acts of 1893. Fifteen stone moauments, of sub- 
stantial size and properly inscribed, were set in the places 
designated upon the map acoompanying this report. 

During the summer, between other engineering work, a 
hydrographic survey was made of Chelsea Creek from Merid- 
ian Street bridge to the head of navigation near Proctor's 
wharf in Revere. The plans of this survey are not yet 
completed. 

October 25 and 26, a few lines of soundings were run in 
Neponset Biver to ascertain whether any changes had oc- 
curred since the survey of 1891, before making estimates of 
the amount of dredging required to make the channel navi- 
gable to vessels of deeper draught than those that use it now. 

In November a hydrographic survey was made around 
Jeffries Point, East Boston, on which to base estimates for a 
channel from the present Bird Island channel to the wharves 
on the northerly side of the point as far as the Boston, 
Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad. 

In the same month, a survey was made of the channel in 
South Bay, from Dover Street bridge op Boxbury Canal, on 
which to base estimates for the removal of certain shoala 
which now prevent the larger vessels from reaching the 
wharves. 

In September surveys were made to determine the amount 
of filling which had been done by certain persons and cor- 
porations in South Bay, along the shore between Roxbury 
Canal and the New York & New England Railroad, and also 
in Charles River, in Cambridge between West Boston and 
Craigie bridges. 

Charles Riveb. 
License to Boston & Maine Railroad. 

On Jan. 25, 1893, the Board granted to the Boston & 
Maine Railroad a very important license, authorizing it to 
widen a portion of its Eastern and Western Division bridges 
over the Charles Biver so as to cover the space between them 
with a pile structure, also to widen the passage-way for ves- 
sels in the draws of its Eastern and Southern Division bridges 
and to build additions to the draw-piers of those bridges, 
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and to repair & portion of said Eaatern and Soathem Division 
bridges and the draw-pier of said Soathem Division bridge. 
The draw-ways covered by this license were required to 
have a width for the passage of vessels of 40 feet instead of 
36 as before. Both in the new construction and in the re- 
pairs and rebuilding authorized the railroad company was re- 
quired by the Board to place the piles in lines parallel to the 
current, and to remove the old piles, which were placed so 
as to obstruct the current and greatly to retard the flow of 
the river. There can be no doubt that the performance of 
these requirements has benefited the river, and it is thought 
that, with all the new piling which was authorized by the 
license to be placed between the bridges, the river flows 
more freely at this point than it did before any of the author- 
ized changes were made. 

The portion of the license, however, which authorized the 
widening of the two bridges so as to cover the space between 
them with a pile structure, was granted upon the solemn dec- 
laration of the Boston & Maipe Railroad, made by the per- 
sons authorized to represent it, that it desired the license 
only for the purpose of erecting a temporary structure to 
provide for the immediate necessities of its passenger traffic 
until the problem of a union station and proper terminal fa- 
cilities could be finally solved ; and the following agreement 
was inserted in the license with the assent of the railroad 
company : — 

This license is granted with the express uaderstandiog that the 
pile coDstructioQ hereby authorized is temporary io its character, 
and the said Boeton & Maine Railroad in accepting this license 
agrees with the Commonwealth of Maasachuaette and with the 
Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners, representiug said Com- 
monwealth, that it will, as soon as the same can permanently and 
advant^eously be done, rebuild with stone piers, in a manner to 
be approved by the said Board, all the bridges over the Charles 
River owned, leased or controlled by it, aud will I'emove from the 
said river all the piles supporting any of the said bridges or hereby 
authorized to be driven, except such piles as may be allowed by 
the said Board to remain as necessary for the proper appurtenances 
of the said bridges or the draws therein. 

Instead of building a structure providing only tor the 
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temporary accommodatioD of its pasBenger business, the 
Boston & Maioe Eailroad, after makiDg an agreement with 
the Fitchburg Eailroad for a union station, proceeded to 
build the same at great expense and in a very substantial 
manner. This proceeding in no, way discharges the corpo- 
ration from its obligation to the Commonwealth under the 
contract contained in the license, although it may make the 
performance of that contract by the removal of the piles and 
the rebuilding of its bridges with stone piers more costly than 
it otherwise would have been. The &ct that the corporation 
has chosen to make a large expenditure on a temporary 
structure, should not at any future time be allowed to fur- 
nish it with an excuse for attempting to delay the perform- 
ance of its contract with the Commonwealth. 

Under this license the Boston & Maine Bailroad, in accord- 
ance with the recommendation of this Board to the Governor 
and Council, paid the Commonwealth for rights and priv- 
ileges granted in tide-water lands the sum of $75,636. This 
was paid on Feb. 6, 1893. 

After obtaining the said license from this Board the Boston 
& Maine Eailroad, as required by the laws of the United 
States, applied to the Secretary of War for approval thereof. 
Such approval was granted by the Secretary of War on Feb. 
3, 1893, in accordance with the recommendation of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Mansfield. In granting the said approval the 
Secretary of War imposed the following condition : — 

That the Boston & Maine Eailroad shall rebuild all its bridges 
over the Charles River on stone or iron piers in a manner to be 
approved by the War Department, and shall remove from the river 
all of the piles of the said bridges within ten years from the date 
of execution hereof. 

- The written instrument signed by the Secretary of War, 
certifying his assent and containing the foregoing condition, 
bears upon it the following acceptance in behalf of the Eail- 
road Company : — 

The conditions of this instrument are hereby accepted by the 
B<»ton & Maine Railroad, by Frank Jones, the cburman of the 
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board, thereaoto lawfally authorized, this sixth day of Febraary, 
1893. 

Frams Jomes. 
In presence of 

A. W. SOLLOWAT. 

J, W. Sanbokn. 

Work of Charles Bivei- Embankment Company. 

Owing to the financial depression , the work in Charles River 
Basin has not progressed during the year as fast as was ex- 
pected. The work on the property of the Charles River 
Embankment Company has been principally done east of 
Harvard Bridge, where about 1 ,470 feet of sea-wall have been 
built from Harvard Bridge along the exterior Hae towards 
West Boston Bridge. About 2,000 feet of wooden bulk- 
head have been built on the boundary between the flats being 
filled and the adjacent flats. About 127,000 cubic yards of 
material have been deposited on the flats inclosed, a large 
portion of which was used in backing up the wall and bulk- 
head. 

West of the Harvard Bridge about 77,000 cubic yards of 
material have been dredged from the river and deposited on 
the westerly and northern sides of the area already inclosed 
and partially filled. The general appearance of the territory 
west of the bridge is about the same as a year ago, the ma- 
terial deposited this year being used to raise the portions 
which were a little low. No work was done in constructing 
streets during the past year. 

Other Worh. 

On the property between Broad Canal and Binney Street, 

the filling has been continued on both sides of First Street, 

and the erection of buildings upon the filled land has already 

begun. 

Authorized Extension of the Charles River Embankment 

by the City of Boston. 

By chapter 435 of the Acts of 1893, the act of 1891, 
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which authorized the city of Boston to extend the Charles 
River Embaoknieiit or Charlesbank to the Boutherly line of 
Mount Vernon Street and thence by a curved line southerly 
and westerly as this Board might approve, was amended by 
authorizing the continuation of such embankment by the con- 
struction of a sea-wall, parallel to and 100 feet or leas distant 
from the sea-wall in the rear of Beacon Street, as far as the 
westerly line of the Back Bay Fens. 

The act provides that all lands acquired and filled under 
authority of the act shall be subject to the express condition 
that they shall not be used for building purposes, or for any 
other purpose than for public ornamental grounds and a park- 
way. The third section makes proper provision for obtain- 
ing the material used for filling by dredging from the Charles 
River Basin in such places and to such depths as this Board 
shall require, and also provides that the city shall do a suffi- 
cient amount of additional dredging between high and low 
water lines to compensate for the amount of tide-water dis- 
placed by the filling or do other dredging in lieu thereof 
which in the judgment of this Board is an equal improve- 
ment to the harbor of Boston. The act provides that all 
the filling, dredging and other work authorized or required 
thereby shall be subject to the approval of this Board and 
likewise subject to the approval of the Secretary of War. 



Claim of the Fisk Heirs. 
Mary G. Fisk and Edward P. Fisk, trustee, have presented 
a claim to this Board based upon their alleged ownership of 
certain flats in Charles River south of the West Boston 
Bridge. They claim that the 100-rod line of riparian owner- 
ship, as measured from the shore line indicated on a certain 
ancient plan, entitles them to a portion of the flats which 
have hitherto been claimed by the Commonwealth, and that 
they should be paid certain sums of money which the Com- 
monwealth has received for gravel sold from the flats claimed 
by them. The Board have this matter under consideration, 
and hope to find further ancient plans or descriptions which 
may throw light upon the questions involved. 



^dbvGoO^^lc 



14 HARBOR AND LAND COMMISSIONERS. [Jan. 

MrsTio River. 
The work done by the Boston & Maine Railroad during 
the year in connection with the Mystic Wharf improvement 
has consisted mainly in dredging in the dock and opposite 
the lower portion of the railroad company's said wharf and 
principally below Chelsea Bridge, to secure a depth of water 
sufficient to allow large ocean steamships to reach the wharf. 
As the wharf was already filled, the dredged material was 
used partly in filling the South Boston Flats under a contract 
of the Eastern Dredging Company with the Commonwealth 
and the remainder was carried out to sea. Eighty-five thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty-six cubic yards of material 
have been so dredged. All of this material was dredged 
from the north channel of the Mystic River, 17,480 cubic 
yards having been dredged above the Chelsea Bridge and 
67,856 cubic yards below that bridge. 

Fort Point Channel. 
Dover Street Bridge. 
On July 26, 1893, this Board granted to the city of Boston 
a license to rebuild a portion of Dover Street Bridge in and 
over the tidewaters of the Fort Point Channel, as directed 
by a special commission appointed under the provisions of 
the grade-crossing act. The Board in granting this license 
imposed the condition that the draw-way in said bridge 
should be built with an opening of not less than 40 feet at 
all stages of the tide for the passage of vessels, but it was 
further provided that until the draw-way in the bridge of the 
Old Colony Railroad Company over Fort Point Channel shall 
be rebuilt and widened, the city may maintain its water pipes 
temporarily in their present position on the Dover Street 
Bridge and draw-way, with such structures as are necessary 
for their support and protection, leaving a clear opening of 
36 feet in the draw-way, such water pipes and temporary 
structures to be removed or changed by the city so as to 
leave a clear opening of 40 feet in the draw-way whenever 
such removal or change shall be ordered by the Board after 
hearing. The Old Colony Railroad bridge is below the 
Dover Street Bridge, so that the additional width in the 
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passageway id the Dover Street Bridge draw will be useless 
until the draw-way in the bridge of the Old Colony Railroad 
Company is correspondingly widened. Such a. change ia 
very desirable and it is hoped that the Board may be able to 
find some way to bring it about. 



Flats at East Boston. 

The East Boston Company and the Maverick Land Com- 
pany own certain flats at East Boston which were enclosed 
by a sea-wall before the year 1866. These companies ap- 
plied to the Board for information as to whether it was their 
duty to procure licenses from tlie Board before permitting 
dredged material to be dumped on their flats or making con- 
tracts for filling them. They claimed that the work of filling 
the portion of their flats enclosed by the sea-wall was begun 
at the time of the passage of the act of 1866 creating the 
Board of Harbor Commissioners and requiring licenses for 
structures in tide-water, and that the work has since been 
continuously prosecuted. The flats and the wall in question 
are those which are seen upon the right in passing between 
East Boston and Winthrop upon the trains of the Boston, 
Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad Company. 

The East Boston and Maverick companies, at the request 
of the Board, furnished the Board with a statement of their 
grounds for claiming such exemption, and this statement 
was submitted by the Board to the Attorney-General for his 
opinion, particularly asking his attention to the consideration 
of the point whether, if the said work was begun at the time 
of the passage of the act of 1866, under the construction of 
that statute laid down by the Supreme Court in the case of 
Attorney- General v. Boston & Lowell Railroad, 118 Mass. 
345, it has been since continuously prosecuted, so that a 
filling of -the flats now can fairly be considered a part of the 
same work, or whether the prosecution of the old work has 
been so discontinued since 1866 that the present undertaking 
of filling the flats in question would be a new work, and 
would thus require a license from the Board under the pro- 
visions of chapter 19 of the Public Statutes. 

In response to this inquiry the Attorney-General gave his 
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opinion upon the 15th of July, 1893, to the effect that, as- 
suming the etatementa of fact submitted to him to be correct, 
the work of improving the flats in question enclOBed by the 
wall is within the exemption of section 8 of chapter 19 of 
the Public Statutes. A copy of the opinion of the Attorney- 
General is printed in the appendix to this report. [See Ap- 
pendix B.] 

The Board, after receiving this opinion, notified the East 
Boston and Maverick companies that no licenses would be 
required to authorize them to fill the portions of their prop- 
erty enclosed by the sea-wall. 

Connecticut Rivbe. 

On^pril 12, 1893, the Board gave a hearing at Spring- 
field in regard to the northerly and southerly extension of 
the river line on the Connecticut River already designated 
by the Board, as stated on page 6 of the report of the Board 
for the year 1892. A plan made by the city engineer of 
Springfield and the engineer of this Board showing the ex- 
tensions of the line to be recommended was considered, and 
it was voted to recommend to the Legislature that the line 
with the extensions shown on said plan be established. 
This recommendation was accordingly made, and the Legis- 
lature established the line in question by chapter 301 of the 
Acts of 1893. 

Back Bat Lands. 

The Board have received during the year several com- 
plaints in regard to alleged violations of restrictions in the 
deeds of the Commonwealth conveying lots on the Back Bay 
lands ; but in most of the cases notice of the complaint has 
resulted in the removal of the features principally objected 
to, and no action on the part of the Board has become neces- 
sary. Two of these complaints are now pending, but neither 
of them has reached a point where the Board can properly 
make a report upon it. 

On November 14, 1893, the Board approved a change in 
the plan for laying out a portion of the lands of the Boston & 
Roxbury Mill Corporation between Beacon Street, Deerfield 
Street and the Bay State road. 
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Eehotal op Wrecks and Obstructions to Navigation. 

Early id the spring, complaint was made to tbe Board that 
an old hulk had been floated away from its berth and was 
liable to damage a brig moored at Burnham's railway wharf 
at East Boston. Upon iDTestigation it was found that so 
much ice had formed on the wreck that it had floated, and 
drifted into its dangerous position. Aa no owner could be 
found, the Board had it towed to South Boston Flats to be 
finally disposed of later. 

On March 30, 1893, Mr. A. T. Bliss of Winthrop notified 
the Board that an old wreck was lying off his premises at 
Chelsea Point, in Winthrop, which was an obstruction to 
navigation, and asked for its removal. Upon investigation it 
was found to be the bottom of the old ferry-boat " Trimoun- 
tain," which after tbe breaking up of the boat had been left 
on Wood Island during the winter. The ice had formed on 
it until it had floated and lodged in the position reported 
by Mr. Bliss. 

May 1, 1893, after public advertisement, a contract was 
made with Mr. Wendal H. Wyman, the lowest bidder, for 
the sum of $467, to break up and place on shore, the two 
above-described wrecks, and also the wreck of an old sloop 
which was lying near the head of the Reserved Channel on the 
South Boston Flats. [See Appendix C] The performance 
of this contract was satisfactorily completed June 6, 1893. 

On July 29, 1893, the Harbor-master notified the Board 
that the schooner " Mt. Vernon" had been stripped of most 
of her rigging and abandoned and was drifting around in the 
South Bay ; that she was an obstruction to navigation and 
was liable to do serious damage to the wharves and bridge. 
The Board had her towed to the South Boston Flats and 
made feat to the wharf there, and notified tbe owner to re- 
move her. No reply was received from him, and in the 
mean time the vessel sank at the wharf. The Board then 
received bids for her removal, which were so high that 
they were all rejected. Oct. 24, 1893, an offer was accepted 
firom Mr. J. R. Nash to remove the wreck for the sum of 
$25 and the vessel. The work was satisfactorily completed, 
and paid for on Oct. 31, 1893. 
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Oct. 20, 1893, Mr. E. B. Towosend reported to the Board 
that the schooner " D. M. Anthony," while passing up Mil- 
ler's River, on Oct. 16, 1893, grounded on an obstruction 
near Prison Point Bridge and damaged her rudder. Upon 
investigation, the obstruction was found to be an old oak 
epur-shore pile projecting from the bed of the river, lying 
directly in the track of vesaels at a place where they are in 
the habit of stopping to wait for the tide. No information 
could be obtained as to how the pile got there. A diver was 
employed and the pile removed, at an expense of $25, the 
payment of which was approved by the Board on Oct. 24, 
1893. 

Oct. 27, 1892, the Boston Rubber Company notified the 
Board that a wreck had floated alongside their wharf at 
Chelsea, and was liable to injure it. Upon inquiry it was 
found to be the sloop " Ino " of Boston, which had been dis- 
mantled and had drifted away from her berth. The owners 
were notified and removed her. 

Attempt to Procure Meirn^ursemeni from the Untied States. 

In their last annual report the Board stated that they had in 
contemplation an application to the United States for reim- 
bursement of expenditures made by the Commonwealth for 
the removal of wrecks under the provisions of chapter 260 
of the Acta of 1883, this being made the duty of the Board 
by the provisions of section 10 of the act. On Sept. 22, 
1893, such an application was made in a letter addressed to the 
Secretary of War of the United States, setting forth a list 
of the expenditures made by the Commonwealth for the 
removal of wrecks constituting obstructions to international 
and interstate navigation, amounting to 17,536.51, which, 
in the opinion of this Board, might properly be paid by the 
United States. 

The Board, in their communication to the Secretary of 
War, stated that they presented the claim to him as being in 
charge of the harbors of the United States, in order that he 
might recommend such action to Congress in the matter as 
he thought proper, by way of providing for the payment of 
this claim as one of the items in the annual appropriation 
bill or otherwise. 
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The Secretary of "War replied in a letter dated Oct. 2, 
1893, decliniog to recommeDd the repayment by the United 
States of the amount thus expended by the Commonwealth, 
on the ground that Congress had exclusive control of the 
subject of the removal of wrecks, and had passed a law 
making all necessary provisions in regard to the matter. 

To this letter the Board sent a reply dated Oct. 5, 1893, 
respectfully urging that, if the United States desires to reject 
the assistance of this Commonwealth in performing its duties* 
in regard to the removal of wrecks, it should amend its laws 
so that these duties may be promptly and efficiently per- 
formed by its own officers ; the fact being that under the 
provisions of section 4 of the act of Congress approved June 
14, 1880, providing for the removal of wrecks, thirty days' 
notice by publication is required, and also a further time suf- 
ficient to allow the owner to remove the wreck after such 
notice, so that in practice it is found impossible for the United 
States authorities to begin the removal of a wreck sooner 
than forty days after receiving notice of the obstruction. 
This power is in many cases obviously insufficient, and the 
United States authorities have in several important instaDces 
been obliged to leave to this Board the removal of wrecks 
where immediate action was necessary. 

The correspondence will he found printed in full in the ap- 
pendix to this report. [See Appendix D.] 

Fish M'"eihs. 
Section 70 of chapter 91 of the Public Statutes is as 
follows : — 

The mayor and aldermen of a city and the selectmen of a town 
lying upon tide water may authorize in writing any person to con- 
struct fish-weirs in said waters within the limits of such city oi 
town for a. term not exceeding five years : provided, such weirs 
cause no obstruction to navigation, and do not encroach on the 
rights of other pei'sons. 

This section substantially re-enacts section 1 of chapter 
50 of the Acta of 1856, which was passed ten years before 
the statute which created the Board of Harbor Commission- 
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era and required structures in tide waters to be licensed by 
that Board. 

In tbe report of the Board of Harbor and Laud Commis- 
sioners for the year 1883 the commiBsionera discussed the 
effect of the law in regard to fish-weirs and commented upon 
its unsatisfactory condition, but did not definitely recommend 
any legislation on the subject. Since that time the matter 
has not been mentioned in the reports. 

During the past year the attention of this Board was 
called to the matter by a complaint against certain persons 
for maintaining fish-weirs alleged to be obstructions to navi- 
gation within the meaning of the statute. In regard to the 
particular weirs complained of, the Board came to the con- 
clusion that under the existing circumstances no action on 
their part was necessary ; but in the course of the hearings 
upon the matter the practice of the selectmen of towns in 
regard to the granting of licenses for fish-weirs was disclosed 
in such a way as to throw a good deal of light upon the opera- 
tion of the existing law. It seems that the selectmen, in at least 
one Important town where licenses for fish-weirs are granted, 
do not grant definite licenses permitting the licensee to erect 
and maintain a fish-weir in a designated place, but merely 
give a general permission in writing to the licensee to erect 
and maintain a fish-weir, or in some cases more than one, 
anywhere in the waters within the limits of the town, pro- 
viding that he causes no obstruction to navigation and does 
not encroach on the rights of other persons. This leaves it 
for the licensee to determine where his fish-weir shall be lo- 
cated, providing he gets the consent of the riparian proprietor 
to such portion of the structure as comes above low water 
mark, such licensee deciding for himself and at his own risk 
whether the structure that he erects and maintains is an ob- 
struction to navigation within the meaning of tbe statute. 
The consequence is that fish-weirs, consisting of stakes firmly 
driven in the bottom and connected by nets or brush, are 
built from various portions of the shore into the tide waters 
of the Commonwealth under cover of written licenses from 
the selectmen of the town, and yet neither the selectmen nor 
any other authority has ever passed upon the question of 
whether the licensed wiers are obstructions to navigation or 
are erected in suitable places or in a proper manner. 



^dbvGoO^^lc 



1894.] PUBLIC DOCUME^fT-No. IX. . 21 

Under the statutes now in force, no person can build a 
wharf, pier, dam, sea-wall or bridge in tide waters of the 
Commonwealth without a licenae from this Board. Fish- 
weirs are the only structures in tide water not required to be 
80 licensed. They are structures peculiarly liable to inter- 
fere with navigation, and there seems to be at least as much 
reason for their being subject to a proper control as there is 
in case of the structures now under the jurisdiction of this 
Board. 

The Board suggest that the above quoted section of the 
Public Statutes in regard to fish-weirs should be so amended 
that licenses for fish-weira granted by the mayor and alder- 
men of a city or the selectmen of a town may be subject to 
the approval of this Board upon the question of obstruction 
to navigation, leaving to the local tribunal the decision of the 
question whether the city or town should grant any licenses 
for fish-weirs, and, if so, to how many persons and to what 
persons they should be granted, but requiring this Board to 
pass upon the questions whether the proposed structure is a 
proper one and to be put in a proper place with reference to 
navigation. 

Chapter 205 of the Acts of 1893 prohibited the granting 
of any further licenses for constructing or maintaining fish- 
weirs in tide waters of Buzzard's Bay, or any harbor, cove 
or bight thereof, but as to the other tide waters of the Com- 
monwealth section 70 of chapter 91 of the Public Statutes 
remains in force. 

Licenses Authorizing Steuctuees in or Privileges 
Affecting Tide Waters and Great Ponds, Granted 
During the Eleven Months Ending November 30, 
1893. 

1531. FetitioD of G. H. Johnson for license to dump snow and 

ice from Dover Street Bridge into Fort Point Channel in 
the city of Boston. Granted Jan. 13, 1893. 

1532. Petition of the Boston & Maine Railroad for license to 

widen a portion of its Eastern and Western Division 
Bridges, to widen the passt^e-way for vessels in its 
Eastern and Soathern Division Bridges, to build additions 
to the draw-piers of said Eastern and Southern Division 
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Bridges, and to repair a portion of said Eastern and 
Southern Division Bridges and the draw-pier of said 
Southern Division Bridge on Charles River in the cities 
of Boston and Cambridge. Granted Jan. 25, 1893. 

1535. Petition of the city of Boston for license to dump snow and 

ice into tide waters in the cities of Boston, Cambridge 
and Chelsea. Granted Feb. 2, 1893. 

1534. FetitioD of the city of Lynn and town of Swampscott for 
license to bnild a wooden box outfall in Nabant Bay, at 
King's Beach, in said city and town. Granted Feb. 2, 
1893. 

15S5. Petition of the Boston Fire Brick and Clay Retort Mann' 
facturing Company for license to fill solid and extend its 
wharf, on piles, in Boston harbor near the Keserved 
channel at South Boston. Granted Feb. 2, 1893. 

1536. Petition of the N^orth Packing and Provision Company for 

license to widen its wharf, on piles, on Miller's Kiver in 
the city of Somerville. Granted Feb. 2, 1893. 

1537. Petition of Orlando E. Lewis for license to widen a wharf 

inWinthrop harbor in the town of Winthrop. Granted 
Feb. 2, 1893. 

1538. Petition of Thomas A, Irving for license to build and main- 

tain a launchway, on piles, in Vincent Cove in the city 
of Gloucester. Granted Feb. 2, 1893. 

1539. Petition of the Eastern Dredging Company for license to 

build a sea-wall, bulkhead and pile pier, and to fill solid 
in Chelsea Creek at Eaat Boston. Granted Feb. 2, 1893. 

1540. Petition of Susan Pope and Julia A. Furber for license to 

repair their wharf and build a pile structure in their 
dock on Fort Point Channel in the city of Boston. 
Granted Feb. 2, 1893. 

1541. Petition of Sylvester Cunningham and William Thompson 

for license to widen their wharf, on piles, in Gloucester 
harbor. Granted Feb. 2, 1893. 

1542. Petition of DeWitt C. Bates, J. Clarence Howe and Henry 

0. Fairbanks, trustees of the bridges over Weymouth 
Fore and Back rivers, for license to widen a portion of 
a bridge, on piles, on Weymouth Fore Eiver in the 
city of Quincy and town of Weymouth. Granted Feb. 
2, 1893. 

1543. Petition of the Central Wharf and Wet Dock Corporation 

for license to dump snow and ice into Boston harbor 
from Central wharf and India wharf in the city of Bos- 
ton. Granted Feb. 9, 1893. 



^dbvGoo^^lc 



1894.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 11. 



FetitioQ of Heywood Brothers & Co. for liceoae to fill solid 
in Crystal Lake in the tonn of Gardner. Granted Feb. 
9, 189S. 

Petition ^f James J. Storrow, Jr., and others, trastees, for 
license to build a bulkhead, fill solid and maintain a float 
on Charles River in the city of Cambridge. Granted 
Feb. 16, 1893. 

Petition of the Boston & Maine Railroad for license to 
widen and re[)air a portion of its Eastern Division bridge, 
and to widen and extend the draw-pier of said bridge on 
the easterly side of Austin Street, on Charles and Miller's 
Rivers in the cities of Boston and Cambridge. Granted 
March 9, 1893. 

Petition of the city of Boston for license to build a founda- 
tion head-house, and to rebuild two ferry piers in Boston 
harbor, at the North Ferry in the city of Boston. 
Granted March 9, 1893. 

Petition of Reed & Gam^e for license to extend their 
wharf, on piles, in Gloucester harbor in the city of 
Gloucester. Granted March 9, 1893. 

Petition of the Lynn & Boston Railroad Company for 
approval of plans for temporary bridges on Mystic River 
in tlie city of Boston, as authorized by chapter 374 of 
the Acts of 1892. Gi-anted March 23, 1893. 

Petition of Alvin F. Waite and James T. Smith for license 
to build a breakwater in Buzzard's Bay in the town of 
Dartmouth. Granted March 23, 1893. 

Petition of H. K. Hannah for license to build a pile wharf 
on Weymouth Fore River in the town of Weymouth- 
Granted March 23, 1893. 

Petition of the Fall River Iron Works Company for license 
to widen and extend its wharf by filling solid in Taunton 
River in the city of Fall River. Granted March 23, 1893. 

Petition of Annie M. Oakes for license to widen and ex- 
tend her wharf, on piles, on Chelsea Creek in the city of 
Chelsea. Granted March 30, 1893. 

Petition of the Board of Metropolitan Sewerage Commis- 
sioners for approval of plans for a sewer and siphon 
across Shirley Gut, between Point Shirley and Deer 
Island, as authorized by chapter 439 of the Acts of 1889. 
Granted April 5, 1893. 

Petition of the Brookline Gas Light Company for license to 
build a pile wharf, to widen its present wharf, and to fill 
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Bolid OD Charles River in tfae <nty of Boston. Granted 
April 5, 1893. 

1556. Petition of tlie city of Medford for license to bnild a brick 

conduit, with a tide-gate therein, to conduct the waters of 
Gravelly Creek into Mystic River in said city. Granted 
April 13, 1893. 

1557. Petition of the Bristol Manufactnring Company for license 

to lay a 20-inch water-pipe in Acushnet River in the 
city of Hew Bedford. Granted April 13, 1893. 

1558. Petition of the town of Harwich for license to build bulk- 

heads and SU solid a poi-tion of Lower Herring bridge on 
Herring River in said town. Granted April 13, 1893. 

1559. Petition of the town of Harwich for license to build jetties 

at the mouth of Herring River in said town. Granted 
AprU 13, 1893. 

1560. Petition of tfae towns of Harwich and Chatham for license 

to repair and fill solid a portion of Cove bridge on 
Muddy Cove in said towns. Granted April 20, 1893. 

1561. Petition of the Boston & Maine Railroad for license to 

build an addition to the draw-pier of its Extern Division 
bridge on Charles and Miller's Rivers in the city of 
Boston. Granted April 26, 1893. 
1662. Petition of the Boston & Maine Railroad for license to 
drive additional piles in its Southern Division bridge on 
Charles River in the city of Cambridge. Granted April 
26, 1893. 

1563. Petition of the New Bedford, Martha's Vineyard and Nan- 

tucket Steamlaoat Company for license to build a pile 
wharf on Vineyard Sound in the town of Cottage City. 
Granted April 26, 1893. 

1564. Petition of Eugene Battelle for license to build a pile pier 

and to maintain a float-stage in Mattapoisett harbor in 
the town of MatUpoisett. Granted April 26, 1893. 

1565. Petition of the trustees under the will of Ebenezer Francis 

for license to fill solid a portion of a dock adjoining 
Francis wharf on Fort Point Channel in the city of 
Boston. Granted April 26, 1893. 

1566. Petition of Alfred S. Hall and William O. Hall for license 

to build a culvert and tide-gate on Pines River in the 
town of Revere. Granted April 26, 1893. 

1567. Petition of George W. Burr for license to widen fais wharf, 

partly solid and partly on piles, and to dredge a channel 
in Uingham harbor in the town of Hingfaam. Granted 
April 26, 1893. 
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15S8. Petition of the Staadai-d Oil Company of Xew York for 
license to widen its wharf, on piles, and to dredge in 
Chelsea Creek at East Boston. Granted Ma; 4, 1893. 

1569. Petition -of the Boston & Maine Railroad for license to 

widen the road-bed of its Gloucester Branch Railroad by 
filling solid in tide water in the towna of Beverly and 
Manchester, and to build abutments, a draw-pier, and 
additions to the present draw-pier of its bridge in Man- 
chester harbor in the town of Manchester. Granted 
May 10, 1893. 

1570. Petition of Stephen M. Weld for license to build a dike 

and flume in Bonrne's Cove in the town of Wareham. 
GrantedMay 10, 1893. 

1571. Petition of the Provincetown Cold Storage Company for 

license to bnild a pile wharf in Provincetown harbor in 
the town of Provincetown. Granted May 10, 1893. 

1572. Petition of Thomas B. Wales and others for license to 

build sea-walls fill, solid and extend their wharf on 
Fort Point Channel in the city of Boston, Granted 
May 17, 1893. 

1573. Petition of Vaughn D. Bacon, Thomas C. Day and Kben B. 

Crocker for license to build a pile wharf and to maintain 
a float-stage in Barnstable harbor in the town of Barn- 
stable. Granted May 17, 1893. 

1574. Petition of 'Wlliam H. Friend for license to build s pile 

wharf and pier in Vincent Cove in the city of Gloucester. 
GrantedMay 17. 1893. 

1575. Petition of Rogers Brothers for license to extend their 

wharf, on piles, in Boston harbor near the Reserved 
channel at South Boston. Gmnted May 23, 1893. 

1576. Petition of the Martha's Vineyard Company for license to 

bnild a pile wharf on Vineyard Sound in the town of 
Tisbury. Granted May 23, 1893. 

1577. Petition of the cities of Boston and Cambridge for license 

to repair a portion of the fender-guard of Canal or 
Cragie'e Bridge on Charles River in the city of Cam- 
bridge. Granted May 24, 1893. 

1578. Petition of John W. Churchill and others for license to 

bnild a dam and flume, and to excavate a canal near 
Darby Pond in the town of Plymouth, and to draw 
water from said pond. Granted May 24, 1893. 

1579. Petition of the Boston & Maine Railroad for license to re- 

build a portion of its wharf, on piles, between its Sontb- 
ero Division passenger bridge and its Southern Division 
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freight bridge on Cbariet River in the city of Cam- 
bridge, and to dredge io froot of said wharf. Granted 
May 31, 1893. 

1580. Petition of the Bowenville Coal ComjmDy for license to 

widen ita wharf, partly solid and partly on piles, on 
TaUDtoD River in the city of Fall River. Granted Jnne 
7, 1898. 

1581. PeUtioD of Johnson Brothers for license to bnild a pile 

struotare in their dooli in Sontb Bay in the city of Bea- 
ton, to drive additional piles within the lines of their 
wharf, and to fill solid a portion of said wharf. Granted 
Jane 20, 1893. 

1582. Petition of Amelia B. Rowe for license to fill solid a portion 

of her wharf in Sonth Bay in the city of Boston. 
Granted June 20, 1893. 

158S. Petition of William H. Nickerson and others for approval 
of plans for an ontlet from Herring Pond in the town of 
Eastham, as authorized by chapter 77 of the Acta of 
1893. Granted June 26, 1893. 

1581. Petition of the Board of Metropolitan Sewerage Commis- 
sioners for approval of plans for an outfall sewer at Deer 
Island in Boston harbor, as authorized by chapter 439 
of the Acts of 1889. Granted June 26, 1898. 

1585. Petition of the Board of Metropolitan Sewerage Commis- 

sioners for approval of plans for a pumping station, sewer 
and siphon on Mystic River near Maiden bridge in the 
city of Boston, as authorized by chapter 439 of the Acts 
of 1889. Granted June 26, 1893. 

1586. Petition of the city of Salem for license to rebuild a portion 

of the bridge on South River, at Union Street, in the 
city of Salem, and to widen the draw in said bridge. 
Granted June 27, 1893. 

1587. Petition of the Boston & Maine Railroad for license to 

widen ita wharf between its Eastern and Western Divi- 
sion bridges on Miller's River in the city of Boston, to 
rebuild a. portion of said wharf, and to dredge. Granted 
June 29, 1893. 

1588. Petition of the Cape Cod Bay Land Association for approval 

of plans for a bridge across Blackfish Creek in the town 
of Wellfleet, as authorized by chapter 132 of the Acts of 
1893. Granted June 29, 1893. 

1589. Petition of L. G. Bumham & Co. for license to build a pile 

structure in a dock on Fort Point Channel near Monnt 
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WashingtoD Avenue bridge, at South Boston. Granted 
Juae 29, 1893. 
1690. Petition of Franklia P. Onrne; and Edwin D. Gurney for 
license to build a sea-wall and bulkhead and to fill solid 
in Boston harbor at East Boston. Granted June 29, 
1893. 

1591. Petition of Lorenzo Richardson & Co. for license to fill 

solid and build a pile wharf on Chelsea Creek ia the 
city of Chelsea. Granted July 12, 1893. 

1592. Petition of the town of Milton for license to extend the 

easterly draw-pier of Granite bridge on Neponset Etver 
in said town. Granted July 18, 1893. 

1593. Petition of the American Sugar ReSuing Company for 

license to build a sea-wall and fill solid on Fort Point 
Channel in the city of Boston. Granted July 19, 1893. 

1594. Petition of the city of Boston for license to rebuild a por- 

tion of Dover Street bridge on Fort Point Channel in 
the city of Boston, as directed by a special commission 
appointed under chapter 428 of the Acts of 1890. 
Granted July 26, 1893. 

1595. Petition of the Winnisaimmett Company for license to ex- 

tend a portion of its wharf, on piles, on Chelsea Creek 
in the city of Chelsea. Granted July 26, 1893. 

1596. Petition of John Keed for license to extend hia wharf by 

filling solid in Hull Bay in the town of Hull. Granted 
July 31, 1893. 

1597. Petition of Horace H. Bigelow for license to build and 

maintain a pile foot-bridge in Lake Quinsigamond ia 
the city of Worcester. Granted July 31, 1893. 

1598. Petition of the Boston & Maine Railroad for license to 

build a stone abutment at the southerly end of Beverly 
bridge, to fill solid, and to rebuild a portion of said 
bridge, on Bass River in the city of Salem. Granted 
July 31, 1893. 

1599. Petition of William F. Nye for license to extend his wharf, 

on piles, in New Bedford harbor, at Fish Island in the 
city of New Bedford. Granted Aug. 3, 1893. 

1600. Petition of E. H. Noble & Co. for license to locate and 

maintain a fioat-stage in New Bedford harbor, near Fort 
Phcenix in the town of Fairhaven. Granted Aug. 3, 
1893. 
IfiOl. Petition of the Old Colony Railroad Company for license 
to build an abntment and retuning walls at the westerly 
end of Dover Street bridge, on Fort Point Channel in 
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the city of Boston, and to build a stone pier and fill 
solid at and near the easterly end of said bridge, as 
directed by a special commission appointed under chapter 
428 of the Acts oC 1890. Granted Aug. 3, 1893. 

1602. Petition of George M. Smith for license to extend his 

wharf, on piles, on Charles Eiver in the city of Cam- 
bridge. Granted Ang. 8, 1893. 

1603. Petition of Ann M. White for license to build and main- 

tain a solid filled wharf in Marblehead harbor in the 
town of Marblehead. Granted Ang. 8, 1893. 

1604. Petition of Mrs. Lamont G. Bumham for license to build 

a wharf on stone and timber piers on Essex River, at 
Long Island in the town of Essex. Granted Aug. 11, 
1893. 

1605. Petition of the Boston & Maine Railroad for license to 

bnild a stone abutment at its bridge in Manchester 
harbor in the town of Manchester, to build a new 
draw-pier to said bridge, to build an addition to the 
present draw-pier of stud bridge, and to fill solid. 
Granted Aug. 11, 1893. 

1606. Petition of Sarah H. Stratton for license to fill solid a por- 

tion of her wharf on Fort Point Channel in the city of 
Boston. Granted Sept. 8, 1893. 

1607. Petition of the Quinsigamond Lake Steamboat Company 

for license to build and maintain a wbarf in Lake Quin- 
sigamond in the town of Shrewsbury. Granted Sept. 
19, 1893. 

1608. Petition of the town of Plymouth for license to lay a sewer- 

pipe in Plymouth harbor in the town of Plymouth. 
Granted Sept. 19, 1893. 

1609. Petition of Patrick Meehan for license to build and main- 

tain a pile wharf in Buzzard's Bay in the town of 
Falmouth. Granted Sept. 19, 1893. 

1610. Petition of the Board ot County Commissioners of Bristol 

County for approval of plans for a bridge across the East 
Branch of Westport River in the town of Westport, as 
authorized and required by chapter 125 of the Acts of 
1893. Granted Sept. 26, 1893. 

1611. Petition of Isaiah Spindell for license to widen a portion of 

Bar Neck wharf, on piles, in Wood's HoU Great har- 
bor in tbe town of Falmouth. Granted Sept. 26, 1893. 

1612. Petition of George Parker for license to build a pile 

wharf in Boston harbor at East Boston. Granted Oct. 
3, 1893. 
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1613. Petition of the West End Street Railway Company for 

license to widen a portion of its wharf, on piles, ia 
South Bay in the city of Boston. Granted Oct. 8, 1893. 

1614. Petition of the Board of County CommiaBionei's of Essex 

County for approval of plans for a foot-bridge across 
the Menimac River adjoining the Boston & Maine 
Railroad Bridge in the city of Haverhill and town of 
Bradford, as authorized and required by chapters 244 
and 45S of the Acts of 1893. Granted Oct. 3, 1893. 

1615. Petition of Joseph Uellen for license to build a sea-wall 

and fill solid on Mystic River in the city of Medford. 
Granted Oct. 10, 1893. 

1616. Petition of Mrs. Mary A. Harvey for license to build and 

maintain a wharf and float-stage on Weymouth Fore 
River in the city of Quincj. Granted Oct. 20, 1893. 

1617. Petition of the city of Boston for license to dump snow and 

ice into tide waters in and around the cities of Boston, 
Cambridge and Chelsea. Granted Kov. 28, 1893. 

1618. Petition of the West End Street Railway Company for 

license to dump snow and ice from certain bridges into 
tide waters. Granted Nov. 28, 1893. 

1619. Petition of the town of Manchester for license to build » 

sea-wall and fill solid in Manchester harbor in said town. 
Granted Nov. 28, 1893. 

1620. Petition of William C. Norcross for license to build a pile 

wharf in South Bay in the city oC Boston. Granted 
Nov. 28, 1893. 

Of the foregoing licenses, Noa. 1565, 1572, 1591, 160ft 
and 1615 were granted to authorize solid iilling, extending 
beyond the bulkhead lines approved by tlie Secretary of 
War. Nos. 1532, 1549, 1594 and 1601 authorized structure* 
extending beyond the pierhead line approved by the Secre- 
tary of War. These licenses were made subject to the laws 
of the United States in respect to harbor lines, and in order 
to give them validity tho approval of the Secretary of War 
was necessary. 

Applications for Licenses Refused or Withdrawn. 
Filed on Dec. 22, 1892, petition of John C. Haynes, George W. 
Parke and William G. Fish, Trustees, for license to build two pier» 
in Buzzard's Bay, in the town of Falmouth. Hearings given on 
Jan. 12 and 26, 1893. It appeared that the piers, if constructed^ 
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would BQbstantially snrround the abore of certun land belonging 
to Mr. Patrick Meehan, who objected to the granting of the 
license. The Board were uDwilling to grant the license applied 
for without the consent of the owners of all the land to be 
enclosed by the proposed stmctures. The petitioners, at their 
request, were given leave to withdraw. 

Filed on Jan. 5, 1893, petition of the American Linen Company 
for license to extend its wharf on Taunton River, in the city of 
Fall River. Hearings were given on Jan. 19 and Feb. 9, 1893. 
The Board also visited the wharf which it was desired to esteud. 
They were satisBed that the proposed structure could not be built 
without injury to the dock of the Fall River Iron Works Com- 
pany, the adjoining proprietor, which opposed the granting of 
the license. On Feb. 9, 1893, the Board finally considered the 
matter and dismissed the petition. 

Filed on March 9, 1893, petition of Walter W. Hodgkins for 
license to build a wharf in Lake Quinsigamond, in the city of 
Worcester. Hearing given on March 30, 1893. The city of . 
Worcester appeared and opposed the granting of the license on 
the ground that the contemplated use of the proposed structure 
would interfere with the safe and convenient use of the canseway 
across Lake Quinsigamond. The petition was dismissed. 

Filed on May 31, 1893, petition of C. Walter Hall and Others to 
excavate an outlet to Slough Pond, in the town of Brewster. 
Hearings were given on June 13 and July 25, 1893. Mr. Jere- 
miah Walker, through whose land runs the outlet which the 
petitioners desired to escavate, opposed the granting of the 
license, and the Board refused to grant the license without his 
consent. 

Filed on April 30, 1891, petition of Henry S. Barnes for license to 
build a pile wharf at Gibbs' Narrows, in the town of Bourne. 
Hearing was given May 14, 1891. The case had been pending 
for a long time, and, after notice to the petitioner, on Feb. 16, 
1893, the petition was dismissed. 



MlBCELLANEOUS PERMITS. 
In additiou to the licenses already mentioned as granted 
by the Board during the period covered by this report, there 
were also granted twenty miscellaneous permits for other 
purposes, such as for dredging, for dumping material at cer- 
tain places under proper restrictions, for tuking gravel or 
«and from certain beaches for certain purposes, to lay a pipe 
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nnder a beach and projecting into tide water, to excavate a 
berth at the end of a certain wharf, and for authorizing the 
publication of a certain notice in the name of the Board. 

TiDE-wATBK Assessments and the Boston Haeboe Com- 
pensation Fund. 
From tide-water aBBessments under licenses granted by 
the Board there was paid into the treasury of the Common- 
wealth during the eleven months ending Nov. 30, 1893, the 
sum of 15,605.69. These assessments were all made in 
Boston Harbor, and the money is accordingly reserved, 
ander the provisions of section 14 of chapter 19 of the Pub- 
lie Statutes, as part of the compensation fund, the income of 
which may be used and expended from time to time under 
the direction of the Board for the improvement of that har- 
bor. The Board has received various requests for the appli- 
cation of portions of the income of this fund for certain local 
improvements which are required in different parts of Bos- 
ton Harbor, and they have now under consideration, as work 
which they might be able to do by means of the income from 
the fund, certain dredging in the Neponset Eiver, and the 
removal of certain shoals in South Bay and Charles Kiver, 
the surveys for which have already been mentioned. Any 
work thus done by the Board will be undertaken only after 
conference with Lieutenant Colonel Mansfield, who is in 
charge of the work done by the United States in the harbors 
in the eastern district of Massachusetts. The United States 
Government assumes charge of all harbor improvements 
which are required for the purposes of international and 
interstate commerce. The intention of the Board is to apply 
the income of the harbor compensation fund to improvements 
which are essentially local and which the United States 
(jrovernment might not think it worth while to undertake. 

Rbceipts frou Grants op Public Lands. 

The amount received during the eleven months ending 

Nov. 30, 1893, for grants of rights and privileges in lands 

of the Commonwealth under licenses from this Board for 

filling and for the erection of wharves and other structures 
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in and over tide waters and great ponds is $83,436.93. 
Other like asaeasmenta to the amount of 15,032.50 hare been 
made during the same period, for which the money haa not 
yet been paid into the treasury. Payment for such grants 
was firat required by chapter 284 of the Acta of 1874, now 
section 16 of chapter 19 of the Public Statutes. Since the 
paasage of that act the total amount so received and paid 
into the treasury of the Commonwealth is $372,639.33. 

In addition to the payments above named, $50 was paid 
as rent for Hangman's Island. 

The amounts received from leases of the Commonwealth's 
lands at the South Boston Flats and paid into the Common- 
wealth's Flats Improvement Fund was $2,259.94, as already 
stated in the portion of this report relating to that subject. 

Lease of Hangman's Island. 
Hangman's Island is situated within the tide-water limits 
of the city of Quincy and is subject to the jurisdiction of 
that city, but, having no other ownership, belongs to the 
Commonwealth, and on Jan. 1, 1890, this Board gave a lease 
of the island to certain fishermen who were occupying it. 
This lease terminated on Jan. 1, 1893, and on application of 
the fishermen the Board authorized and executed a new lease 
running three years from Jan. 1, 1893, at the rent of $50 a 
year, payable on the 1st of July in each year. The former 
lease was made to S. Albert Freeman of Boston as trustee. 
Mr. Freeman has now withdrawn from that position, and the 
new lease is made to Lawrence Hagan, one of the fishermen, 
who lives on the island, as trustee for himself and five 
others. Otherwise the terms of the new lease are the same 
as those of the former lease, which is printed in the appen- 
dix to the report of this Board for the year 1890. 

The Province Lands. 
Chapter 470 of the Acts of 1893 provides that the Board 
of Harbor and Land Commissioners shall have general care 
and jurisdiction of so much of the Province Lands at Prov- 
incetown as lie north and west of the line described in the 
said act. Said act further provides that — 
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The said commiaBiODers shall Qx and mark the bounds of the 
province lands withia their jurisdiction, and shall establish regula- 
tions for the care thereof, shall annually appoint a superintendent 
thereof, and with the approval of the governor and council shall 
fix the amount of his salary and the amount which may be ex- 
pended by him in the protection and improvement of said land. 



Further provisions of the act release that portion of the 
Province Lands lying east and south of the line fixed there- 
under from the claims hitherto asserted by the Province and 
the Commonwealth to ownership of the said lands in fee, 
and, as to said released portion of said lands, repeal the 
clause excepting the Province Lands from the provisions of 
the Public Statutes permitting a title to lands to be acquired 
against the Commonwealth by twenty years' adverse pos- 



The effect of the statute is that private ownership remains 
impossible in the reserved portion of the Province Lands ly- 
ing north and west of the line established and that all of the 
lands in this portion belong in fee to the Commonwealth and 
can be used and occupied only by its permission, and sub- ' 
ject to such regulations as this Board shall from time 
to time establish. Said reserved portion, although be- 
longing to the Commonwealth, forms a part of the township 
of Provincetown, as incorporated by chapter 11 of the Prov- 
ince Laws of 1727, and is subject to its jurisdiction. The 
released portion of the said lands is about 955 acres and in- 
cludes the whole inhabited part of the town of Provincetown, 
there being about 5,000 inhabitants. 

The Commissioners, as directed by the said act of 1893, 
have fixed and marked the bounds of the Province Lands 
within their jurisdiction, and annex to this report as a part 
thereof a map on which said bounds are designated by 
courses and distances. 

The Commissioners have appointed as superintendent of 
the Province Lands for the half year ending July 1, 1894, 
Mr. James A. Small of Provincetown, and with the approval 
of the Governor and Council have fixed his salary at the 
rate of ^600 a year. 

The Commissioners have, since the passage of the act, per- 
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Booally visited and inspected tlie Provioce Lands, and have 
given mucb time to the conaideration of the question of 
what and how mucb work is required for their preservation, 
protection and improvement. It is too early yet to have 
matured any final plan. The principal work immediately in 
contemplation is the planting of trees or bushes and of beach 
grass and probably Scotch broom, with the aim of restrain- 
ing, and BO far as possible preventing, the drifting of the 
loose sands. These sands at present are swept by the 
winds over woodlands and ponds, burying everything be- 
fore them, and are advancing slowly but surely towards 
the town of Frovincetown and its harbor. It is also 
proposed to construct a road leading from the town of 
Frovincetown into the Province Lands. The location of 
-this road has not yet been definitely decided upon. It will 
have to be fixed after consultation with the town authorities, 
inasmuch as it will be necessary for the town to construct 
a road to connect with the Commonwealth's road at the 
boundary line. 

The tract now designated as the Province Lands was pur- 
«hased from the Indians in behalf of the Government and 
Colony of New Plymouth. The first deed of the lands was 
given by an Indian named Sampson to Thomas Prence in 
1654 " or sometime before that date" "for the said Colo- 
neys use," the consideration being "2 brasse kettles sis 
coates twelve hones 12 axes 12 knives and a box." Said lands 
were " assigned for the Collonies use for ffishing Improve- 
ments." Twenty-five years later, on February 5, lfi79, an- 
other and confirmatory deed of these lands was given by the 
said Indian Sampson and two other Indians named respec- 
tively Peter and Joshua. This last deed recited the facts just 
stated in regard to the deed of Sampson to Thomas Prenoe 
and also set forth that since the making of the first deed it 
had appeared that the Indians Peter and Joshua claimed part 
of the said lands, and that therefore the new deed was 
given, executed by all three, a consideration of five pounds 
and ten shillings being paid to Peter and Joshua in addi- 
tion to the consideration already mentioned which was paid 
to Sampson at the time he gave the first deed. The con- 
firmatory deed was made to John Freeman, who was at 
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that time one of the Assistants of the Colony, " in behalf of 
the Grovernment and Collonie of New Plymoath aforesaid." 
The first deed of Sampson to Thomas Prence is not in exist- 
ence, and no record of it has been found. The following is 
printed from a certified copy of the confirmatory deed of 
1679, as recorded in the Plymouth Colony Kecords, Vol. IV. 
of Deeds, pages 318, 319. The original deed, of which a 
fnc-siftiile is inserted in this report, is preserved in the office 
of the Secretary of the Commonwealth : — 

ISiRjbtD, £oiin. 
This ladeoture made the flft day of ffebniary Ann" Dom one 
thonsand six hundred seaventy and nine between Samsson Indian 
of Pottonumalutt . . . Peter Indian of Paomett and Joshua In- 
dian of Paornett aforeaid in the Collonie of New Plymouth of the 
one pt and Capt. John Sreeman of Eastbam in the Collonie of 
New Plymouth aforeaid Esquir in behalf of the Gouennent and 
Collonie of New Plymouth aforeaid of the other pt Witneaseth that 
whereas the said Samsson did in the year of onr Lord one thousand 
six hundred fifty and four or sometime before that date bargaine 
sell and eafeofe unto the honored Thomas Prince Eaqr. Late Gouer 
of the Baid Collonie, for the eaid CoUonies use their heires euccessors 
and aasignea forever all that his praell of land lying and being upon 
Cape Codd beginning att the point of land comonly called the 
house point on the southerly syde of the harbonr comonly called 
Cape Codd harbour ; extending westerly as farr as the creek 
comonly known there by the name of Lovells Creek together with 
all the beaches fSatts waters proffitte privilidges and appurtenances 
to the said bargained prmises belonging or any wise appertaining 
from sea to sea on both sides of the said bargained prsell of land : 
and alsoe all his said right title and interest into any of the lands, 
from the said Lovells Creek extending round the said harbour; 
easterly untill it comes to a little pond next the easteren harbour 
being about two or three miles as is supposed, short of the said 
eaateren harbour : and by a southerly line from the said little poud 
to the said Cape Codd harbour near against the eastermost point 
of the said house point of land : and from the said pond northerly 
to the hack sea ; which containea the bounds sett by the said Goner 
Prence ; and assigned for the said Collonies use for fflsbing Im- 
provements : for and in consideration of 2 brasse kettles six coates 
twelve hones 12 axes 12 knives and a box by tbe said Gouer 
Prence to tbe said Samssou in band payed, the receipt whereof the 
said Samsson doetb hereby acknowledge ; and himself therewitii 
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foil; satisfyed contented and payed ; and thereof doth acqaitt and 
discharge the said GroaerPrence and Collonie theire heires succesBors 
nod assigaes forener and by these prsenta doth fully ffreely and 
absolutely convey iafeoffe and coDBrm nnto the aaid John ffreeman 
in behalf of the said Gouerment and Collonie of New Plymouth, 
tbeir heires successors and assignee forever : all the aaid bargained 
preell of land with other the said bargained prmises and appur- 
tenances ; To have and to hold to the onely proper use and behoof 
of the said Gouerment and Collonie ; theire heires succesBors and 
assignes foreuer; and f urther witnesseth these prseuts that altho 
att the time of the said Gouer Prence his said purchase of the said 
Samsson and his possession taken of the lands bounded as above 
mensioned for the CoUonies use as aforoaid on the said Gouernors 
inquiring of Mr John and of other old Indians ; there appeered 
noe other Indians but the said Samsson to lay claime to any of the 
said lands : yett it since appeering that the above mensioned Peter 
and Joshua Indians claime prt of the said lands : viz : from the 
said Lovelle Creek, to the said Little pond croese the Neck to both 
seas as aforsaid by virtue of a graunt and purchase from John 
. . . Suason by consent and order from his father Mattagoason 
Sachem whose right it was as appeers by the testimony of sundry 
old Indians, the Gouerment aforsaid being willing to doe noe 
wrouge to the Indians whose right appeers and for maintaining 
peace and good agreement between the Indians and the English 
are content fairely to obtaine by due satisfaction made to the 
Indians for what land they haue witnesseth therefore these praents ; 
that the said Peter and Joshua Indians for and in consideration of 
five pounds and ten shillings to them in hand payed by the said 
John ffreeman in the behalfe of the said Gouerment and Collonie 
the receipt whereof the said Peter and Joshua doe hereby acknowl- 
edge and themselves therewith fully satisfyed contented and payed 
and thereof and of every prt and prsell thereof doe exonnarate 
acquitt and discharge the said John ffreeman Gouemment and 
Collonie theire heires successors and assignes for euer by these 
prsenta ; have freely and absolutely given graunted bargained sold 
enfeofed and confirmed ; and by these prsents doe give graunt 
bargain sell infeoffe and confirme, unto him the said John ffreeman 
the Gouerment and Collonie of New Plymouth theire heires suc- 
cessors and assignes foreuer by these prsents all those our Lands 
att Cape Codd lying between sea and sea, from the said Lovells 
Creek : unto the said Little pond called by the Indians . . . Weak- 
wolthtagesett ranging from thence by a marked pyne tree southerly 
by a smale Red oak tree marked standing on on the easterly end of 
the clift called by the Indians LetietotogBctt because Cormorants 
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use there to Roost and thence to the sea being neare over against 
the easteren end of the aboue mensioned Laad called the house point 
together with all the beaches fflatta waters proffltts pri\ilidges aad 
appurteDances to the said bargained lands bcloaging or any way 
appertaining excepting alwayes reserved to the use of the said 
Peter and Joahaa theire aod euery of theire beirea and assignes 
foreaer libertie to sett theire Wigwams on the said Lands and to 
cut firewood and beach Grasse and flages for their use and to 
Gather wild pease hackleberryes and cramberriee and to have such 
whales BlacktHsh poi-puases and blubber as shall cast on shore be- 
tween the said Louells Creek and the Clift aforsaid. To haue and 
to hold all the said Lands aud other the said bargained prtnises 
with theire appurtenances unto the said John ffreemau Gouerment 
and Collonie of New Plymouth aforsaid theire heires snccessora 
and assignes foreuer unto the onely proper use and behoof of them 
the said John Sreeman . . . Gouerment and Coltouie aforsaid 
theire heires successors and assignes for euer except as before ex- 
cepted to be reserved, and thej th« said Samsson Peter and Joshua 
for themselves and each of them for his heires and assignes ; all 
the said bargained lands prmises and appurtenances to the said 
John ffreeman Gouerment and Collonie for and to the onely proper 
use and behoof of the said Collonie in Manor and forme aforsaid ; 
except as before excepted, against them the said Samsson, Peter 
and Joshua theire and euery of theire heirea and assignes shall 
warrant and foreuer defend by these prsents. In Witness whereof 
the prties to these prsents have hereunto enterchangable sett theire 
handes and seales the date aboue written. 

Sahssons Mare ® (seal) 
Peters )J mark (seal) 

Joshua his A Mark (seal) 
Signed sealed and delivered in prsence of 
William ffreeman 
John Sias 

John Suaaou D his mark 
Will : Abstomls + his Mark. 

The within and aboue meusioned Samsson 
Peter and Joshua appeared the date 
abouesaid and acknowlidged these prs- 
ents to be theire act and deed 
Before me Thouas HiNCKLBr Assistant. 

pLTMOtTK, M*B8., Dsc. 18, 1893. 

The above la a true copy trom Pljmonth Colony Recotda, Vol. IV.ot Deeds.pagei 
SIS, 319. 

Atteat ; Wa. B. Danfobth, B^. 
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In 1691 the Colony of New Plymouth was made a part of 
the Province of Massachusetts Bay and these lands thence- 
forth were called the " Province Lands." 

The scenery of the Province Lands is exceedingly unique 
and interesting, consisting of irregular hills, ridges, dunes 
and beaches of sand, with a number of shallow ponds and 
thickets of scrub growth, containing many trees of fair size, 
among them pines, oaks and maples. The whole tract is a 
wilderness of about 3,290 acres, bounded by the Atlantic 
ocean on the north and west. 

Some persons have had the idea that the Province Lands 
oould be made into a species of park for the people of the 
Commonwealth, and no doubt, if enough money were spent, 
it could be made a very beautiful place for summer rec- 
reation, diiTering in character from any park in the world, 
the color effects of the sand, water and foliage being most 
picturesque and attractive. It is, however, distant from any 
centre of population, and the expenditure of money by the 
Commonwealth for the purpose of turning the Province Lands 
into a pleasure ground would be a departure from precedent 
which this Board would not take the responsibility of re- 
commending until practically assured of the success of the 
experiment. At present it is unnecessary to determine what 
the ultimate use of the Province Lands shall be, the efforts 
of the Commissioners being directed simply to preventing 
the shifting sands from doing injury and to making the 
Province Lands in their present state reasonably accessible 
from the town of Provincetown. 

By chapter 480 of the Acts of 1893 there was appropriated 
for the purpose of providing for the care and supervision of 
the Province Lands a sum not exceeding $2,000. There has 
been expended out of this appropriation the sum of $610.86. 
This was used in paying the expenses of the surveys made 
under the engineer of this Board and for the making and 
placing of monuments marking the bounds, and also includes 
travelling expenses, but nothing for the salary of the super- 
intendent, as his term does not begin until the 1st of January, 
1894. The Commissioners estimate that to provide for the 
care and sapervision of the Province Lands during the year 
1894, including the salary of the superintendent and the ex- 
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penditures oecessary for procuring and planting trees, grass 
and broom, and building some portion of the proposed road, 
an appropriation of 13,500 will be required. 



Boundary on Tide Water Between the Towns of 
Mashpee and Barnstable. 

Chapter 105 of the Resolves of 1893 directed the Board 
of Harbor and Land Commissioners to examine and define 
the boundary line on tide water between the towns of Mash- 
pee and Barnstable and report thereon to the next General 
Court. Tho Board gave a hearing upon this matter at 
Cotuit on May 16, 1893, and their engineer during the fol- 
lowing summer made a careful survey of Popponessett Bay, 
with soundings showing the existing channels. Copies of 
the plan made by the engineer of the Board were sent to the 
counsel for the towns of Mashpee and Barnstable, and on 
October 25, another hearing was given at Cotuit. At both 
of the hearings (he towns were represented by counsel and 
a number of witnesses on both sides examined. The testi- 
mony given at the hearings related principally to the question, 
of where the channel of Popponessett Bay was in 1858, 
when the selectmen of the two towns made a perambulation 
defining the boundary line on tide water between the two 
towns as running by the middle of the Santuit river " to the 
channel of Popponessett Harbor, and by said channel to the 
Vineyard Sound." Subsequent investigation satisfied the 
Commissioners that the perambulation of 1858 was inac- 
curate, and that the selectmen who signed the report had no 
authority for the declaration that the boundary through 
Popponessett Bay ran by the channel. 

The Commissioners find that the boundary line which 
they are called on to examine and define was established in 
January, 1795. By a resolve passed on March 26, 1793, 
the Legislature appointed George Partridge of Duxbury, 
Samuel Smith of Dartmouth and Nathaniel Hammond of 
Rochester to perambulate and settle the true boundary lines 
between the lands of the Mashpee Indians and the pro- 
prietors of the town of Barnstable. The resolve terminated 
as follows: — 
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The doings of the said Committee certified under their hands to 
this Court and accepted & i-ecorded in the Office of the Register 
of deeds of the County where such lands lay to be definitive and 
conclusive between the parties. 

By a subsequent resolve, passed oa Jan. 22, 1794, Sam- 
uel Smith having died, Isaac Thompson was appointed in 
his stead and authorized, in conjunction with George Part- 
ridge and Samuel Hammond, to do and perform all the busi- 
ness designated in the resolve of 17i)3. 

By a third resolve passed on Jan. 22, 1795, the report of 
Partridge, Thompson and Hammond, dated Oct. 7, 1794, 
■was accepted by the Legislature. A copy of said three re- 
solves, certified by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, is 
printed in the appendix to this report. [See Appendix £.] 
The first resolve was approved as Governor by John Han- 
cock, and the last two by Samuel Adams. 

The portion of the said report relating to the boundary 
between the towns on tide water is as follows : — 

— thence West twenty nine degrees south thirty Rods to a brook 
or River cetUed Somtuite alias Contuite River a little below a pond 
called Somtuite alias Contuite pond — thence down stream by the 
middle of said River to paupanesset bay — thence by said Bay to 
the sea — leaving two Islands — of salt marsh or flats called 
Thatch Islands lying in said bay to appertain and belong to the 
district of Mash pee — 

On June 26, 1794, the Legislature passed a resolve re- 
quiring the inhabitants of the several towns and districts in 
the Commonwealth to cause to be taken by their selectmen 
or some other suitable persons accurate plans of their respec- 
tive towns and to lodge the same in the Secretary's office. 

By another resolve passed on June 25, 1795, the over- 
seers of the district of Marshpee were authorized to cause an 
accurate plan of said district to be taken at the expense of 
the Commonwealth, in accordance with the resolve of June 
26, 1794. 

Under these Resolves the town of Barnstable and the dis- 
trict of Mashpee both filed plans. The plan of Mashpee 
does not carry the boundary line into the tide water, but it 
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baa the following indorsement upon it : " The Line Between 
Barnstable and Marshpee waa Settled by a Committee from 
General Cort in 1793." 

The plan filed by Barnstable was made by Samuel Bassett 
in May, 1795. It represents the boundary in Popponessett 
Bay as made up of a series of straight lines connecting at 
angles, running through the bay to the sea. 

On March 1, 1830, the Legislature passed another resolve 
similar to the one of 1794, requiring all towns to make sur- 
veys of their territory and return plans of the same into the 
Secretary's office. Under this Resolve also both Barnstable 
and Mashpee filed plans. The plan of Barnstable does not 
■carry the line into tide water, but that of Mashpee, which 
is tbereon called "Marshpee," designates the boundary 
on tide water by a dotted line running through Popponessett 
Bay to the sea. It is evident that neither the Barnstable map 
filed under the resolve of 1794 nor the Mashpee map filed 
under the resolve of 1830 was founded on any actual survey 
-of the coast line, the shore in both cases being indicated by an 
irregular wavy line, which has very little resemblance to ita 
actual contour. But both of these maps make it plain that 
the boundary line through Popponessett Bay to the 'sea did 
not run by the channel. 

Perambulations by the selectmen of the two towns are 
recorded for the years 182fi, 1838, 1848, 1853, 1858. 1865, 
1871, 1876, 1881, 1885 and 1890. In all of these per- 
ambulations except that of 1858, which has already been 
mentioned, the descriptions substantially follow the language 
of the establishment of the line by Partridge, Thompson and 
Hammond under the resolve of 1793, and describe the 
boundary as running through or by the said bay to the sea, 
making no mention of the channel. 

In response to the above named resolve of 1893, this 
Board respectfully submits to the Legislature the map which 
accompanies this report, and recommends the establishment 
by statute of the boundary line on tide water between the 
towns of Mashpee and Barnstable thereou designated. The 
Commissioners believe that the line which they recommend 
is in accordance with the boundary line originally established 
by Partridge, Thompson and Hammond and accepted by the 
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General Coart in 1795. The line resembles in character 
an<I in general direction that laid down upon the Barnstable 
map filed under the resolve of 1794, and is consistent with 
the general direction of the line indicated on the Mashpee 
map filed under the resolve of 1830, although the coast line 
on this last-named map is so wholly imaginary that no 
important conclusion can be drawn from it. 

The boundary line recommended is composed of a series 
of straight lines, laid out in such a way that they can be 
easily designated by monuments placed on the mainland 
and on Gooseberry, Popponessett, Little Thatch and Big 
Thatch islands. The board recommend that, if the Legis< 
lature see fit to establish the line designated by them, the 
act establishing it shall provide for its being marked by- 
suitable monuments. 

Work of the United States in Habbors op the 

Commonwealth. 
Lieut. Col. Samuel M. Mansfield of the Corps of Kogi- 
neers, U. S. A., who is in charge of the harbors of the Eastern 
District of Massachusetts in behalf of the United States, and 
Capt. William H. Bixby of the Corps of Engineers, U. S. A.» 
who is similarly in charge of the harbors of the Southern 
District, have continued to give to the Board their cordial 
co-operation and assistance. We have the privilege of ap- 
pending to this report statements made by these officers of 
the work respectively accomplished by them during the year 
in the harbors of this Commonwealth, being abstracts from 
their own annual reports kindly made by them at the request 
of this Board. 

The foregoing report is respectfully submitted by 

HENKY W. SWIFr, 
JOHN I. BAKEE, 
CHARLES H. ROWLAND, 

CommissioneTS . 
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2. Harbor of Refuge, Sandy Bay. 

No change in the project was made during the year. 

During the year under the contract with the Rock port and Pigeon 
Hill Granite companies, 82,000 tons of rubble-stone were deposited 
in the breakwater below mean low water, and 5,000 tons above 
low water. 300 feet of the breakwater are completed. 
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3. Olovceater Harbor. 

The project for the improvement of the harbor remaina un- 
changed. 

During the year 83,719 cubic yards were dredged from Harbor 
Cove and the main harbor, under a contract with the National 
Dredging Company, and the improvement bo far aa dredging is 
concerned ie completed. 

Some small ledges uncovered by the dredging will be removed 
early next year. 

No work hae been done on the proposed breakwater at £astern 
Point. 

4. Manchester MarboT. 

No change has been made in the project. 

Under the contract with Mr. Edgar P. Lovering dredging was 
commenced during the latter part of Oct. 1893, but as only about 
2,000 cubic yards have been dredged , no appreciable change in the 
improvement has been effected during the year. 

5. Salem Harbor. 

No change has been made in the project for the improvement of 
this harbor. 

No work was done under the contract with Mr. Augustus R. 
Wright to dredge 40,0(K) cubic yards ; but under the contract it is 
expected that the improvement will be completed during the com- 
ing year. 

6, Lynn Harbor. 

The project for this improvement remains nnaltered. 

Under the contract with Meeara. Boynton Bros. 39,808 cubic 
yards were dredged from the Western or Saugna River channel 
and the inner channel. 

The entrance to the Saugua River channel ia now 150 feet wide, 
8 feet deep at mean low water. 

7. Winthrop Harbor, 
The project for the improvement of this harbor was completed 
under a contract with Mr. 0. E. Lewis. 

8. Boston Harbor. 

No change was made during the year in the project for the im- 
provement of this harbor. 

During the year the improvement of the channel leading to 
Jeffrey's Point was completed. The channel is now 400 feet wide 
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from Grand JuuctioD trharf to just east of Simpson's Patent Dry 
Docks, and 18 feet deep at mean low water ; tbeuce, it gradually 
narrows to 250 feet, and the depth decreases to 15 feet at mean 
low water to near Jeffrey's Point. 

The dredging in the Nantasket Beach Channel was completed. 
The channel is now 12 feet deep at mean low water, except over 
the ledge near the steamboat wharf. 

Under the contract with Mr, Charles H. Souther and Mr. 
Augustus R. Wright for the improvement of the main ship channel, 
during the year, 176,783 cubic yards were dredged, principally 
from the shoal off False Spit beacon, although some dredging has 
been done on the shoal off Boston Light, and from Brewster Spit. 

.9. Hingham Harbor. 

The project for the improvement of this harbor was completed 
during the year by the removal of the ledge between Chandler's 
and Ragged islands, under a contract with Mr. George W, 
Townsend. 

10. Scituaie Harbor. 

About 300 running feet of the south breakwater were built under 
the contract with Mr. Joseph H. White, of which 150 feet were 
built during the year. 

No other change has occurred. 

11. Plyvwvth Harbor. 

The project for the improvement of this harbor was completed 
during the year under a contract with the National Dredging 
Company. 

About 1,400 running feet of bulkheads protecting Long Beach 
were repaired. 

12. Kingston Harbor. 

The project for the improvement of this harbor was completed 
during the year, under a contract with the National Dredging Com- 
pany. The channel to the Cordage Company wharf is 100 feet 
wide, 6 feet deep at mean low water. 

13. Wellfleet Harbor. 
No change has been made in the project, and no work has been 
done. 

14. Provincetown Harbor. 
No repairs or extensions of the works protecting this harbor 
have been made. 
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IS. Chatham. Harbor. 
No change was made in the project aad no work was done. 

16. Essex River. 

The project for the improvement of this river propoaee to widen 
and deepen the natural channel of the river, for a distance of 
12,000 feet, so that 4 feet at mean low water can be carried to the 
head of navigation, in a channel 60 feet wide. 

No work was done during the year. 

17. lUerriviac Biver. 

The project for the improvement of this river was completed 

during the year, by the removal of the " Boilers" to the depth of 

5 feet at mean low water, under a contract with Meaara. Stui^ia 

6 Andrews. 

18. Powow River. 
No change has occnrred in this improvement. 

19. Ipswich River. 

No work has been done under the contract with Mi*. Edgar P. 
Lovering, by which it is expected to complete the improvement. 

20. Weymo^tth River. 
Nothing was done during the year. 

21. Mystic River. 
Nothing was done daring the year. 

22. Maiden River. 
Nothing was done daring the year. 

23. Removal oj Wrecks. 

A contract was entered into with Mr. D. A. Johnaton to remove 
the wreck of the sohooner " Wildfire " from Provincetown Harbor. 

Operations were commenced under tliia contract in Nbv. 1893, 
and will be completed next month. 

An advertiaement was issued inviting proposals for the removal 
of three unknown wrecks lying o9 Cbatham. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

tj. M. Mansfield, 
LieiUettani Colonel of Engineers, 
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STATEMENT 



CAPT. W. H. BIXBY, CORPS OF ENGINEERS, U. S. A. 



la the fongolng Beport at Ui( Bo*rd.] 



ALstr&ct of work of River SDd Harbor Improrement done in the 
State of MaseachusettB b; the IT. S. GoTernment, under direction 
of Capt. Wm, H. Bixby, Corps of Engineers, for the flflcal year 
ending June 30th, 1893, with brief notes ae to Bubsequent work np 
to November SOtb, 1893. 

Taunton Biver, Matt, 

The approved project of 1880, as modified in 1SS8, provides : — 
for the widening and deepening of the river so as to secure a chan- 
nel of at least 12 feet depth at high water with 100 feet width from 
its month up to Berkley Bridge (above Digbton) ; thence 12 feet 
depth with 80 feet width (100 feet width at bends) up to Briggs 
Shoal ; thence 11 feet depth with 80 feet width op to the Ship 
Yard ; thence 11 feet depth with 60 feet width up to Weir Bridge, 
Taunton; all at a total cost estimated in 1893 at 9125,000, of 
which $108,000 has been appropriated up to June 30th, 1893, leav- 
ing fl7,000 still to be appropriated to complete the improvement 
aa projected. 

A plan of the works may be found at page €06, Annual Report 
of the Chief of Engineers for 1884 ; and a later more detailed plan 
Id House £z. Doc., No. 86, of the dOth Congress, Ist Session; 
and farther information at page 373 of the Annual Report of 1680; 
page 519 of 1888 ; and page 822, report of 1893. 

At the adoption of the present project, the channel was limited 
to 9 feet at high water and was too narrow, and too much obstructed 
by boulders for easy navigation by the craft making use of it. 
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Daring, the last fieoal year work wae carried on at the Needles, 
Brigga Shoal, tlie reach below 3-mile Eiver, and at Burt's Turn. 
Abont 5,050 yards of clay, sand and gravel have been dredged and 
168 tons of boulders removed. Work on this river was stopped 
November 29th, 1892, since which time no further field work has 
been undertaken up to November 30th, 1893. 

As a result of all work up to November 30th, 1893, almost all 
of the proposed project has been completed ; especially at the 
places most complained of by the vessels using this river. 

There was on November 30th, 1893, only S3.35 available for the 
continuance of work. 

Further work awaits further appropriations. 

Syannis Harbor. 

The approved project of 1884, provides : — for the dredging to 
15.5 feet depth at low water, of about 34 acres of sboal area north 
of the existing breakwater, so as to increase the deep water har- 
borage by that amount ; all at a total cost estimated in 1884 at 
$46,743.20 (including 881.20 left over from a former project,) of 
which 834.081.20 has been appropriated up to June 30th, 1893, 
leaving $12,662, still to be appropriated to complete the improve- 
ment as projected. 

A plan of the works may be fonnd at page 560, Annual Report 
of the Chief of Engineers for 1 885 ; and further information at 
pf^e 631 of 1885, and page 804 of 1893. 

At the adoption of the present project, the 15.5 feet depth an* 
chorage covered only about 47 acres, and the 34 additional acres 
to be dredged carried an average of about 12 feet depth of water 
at low water. 

During the last fiscal year comparatively little work has been 
done except to enter into Contracts for the next season's work. 
No further work has been done up to November 30th, 1893, owing 
to unavoidable delays of the Contractor. 

As a result of all work up to November 30th, 1893, 12 acres, 
out of 34, have been dredged. 

There was on November 30th, 1893, a balance unexpended of 
(5,124.81 available for the continuance of this work. 

Contract work will be probably commenced and finished before 
May, 1894 ; after which further work will await further appro- 
priations. 

Nantucket Harbor. 

The approved project of 1880, as modified in 1885, provides : — 
(or the constmction of two jetties, as training walls, one on each 
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side ot tbe harbor entrance, planned bo as to allow the tidal cut- 
rent to assist in scouring out and maintaining a good channel ; 
and for the completion of the work by dredging where necessary 
to obtain a depth of 15 feet at low water in this channel ; all at a 
total coat estimated in 1885 at $375,000, of which «195,000, has 
been appropriated tip to June SOtb, 1893, leaving $180,000 still to 
be appropriated to complete tbe improvement as projected. 

A plan of the works may be fonnd at page 578, Annual Eeport 
of tbe Chief of Engineers for 1886, and at pi^e 806, report of 
1893. 

At tbe adoption of the present project, no jetties existed ; and 
the channel entrance was barred by a shoal of 1.5 miles width, on 
which there was only 6 feet depth of water at low tide. 

During the last fiscal year preparations were made for the con- 
tinuance of field work. Since then no further important field work 
has been done. The channel is found to be deepening and moving 
to the eastward. 

As a result of all work np to November 30th, 1893, the west 
jetty has been built to 3,955 feet lengtb with full height; tbe east 
jetty has been built to 834 feet length with full height ; then comes 
a gap of 160 feet, and then 1,300 feet lengtb raised to half tide 
level. 

There was on November 30th, 1893, a balance of $21,061.41 
available for the continuance of work. 

Work on this improvement will probably be commenced and fin- 
ished early in the working season of 1894, after which further 
work will await further appropriations. 



Edgartown Harbor. 

The approved project of 1889, provides: — for the removal to 
10 feet depth, at low water, of a " middle ground " shoal in tbe 
central part of the inner harbor ; all at a total cost estimated in 
1893 at $7,000, of which -$4,500, has been appropriated up to June 
30th, 1893, leaving $2,500 still to be appropriated to complete the 
improvement as projected. 

A description of tbe works may be found at page 588, Annual 
Report of the Chief of Engineers for 1890 ; and a plan of tbe same 
in House Ex. Doc. No. 59, of tbe 5l8t Congress, Ist Session; and 
at page 810 of report of Chief of Engineers for 1893. 

At the adoption of the present project, the middle ground shoal 
carried only about 6 feet depth of water and was a very trouble- 
some obstruction. 

During the last fiscal year about one-fourth of this shoal has 
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been dredged. Work was commenced April 21st, and stopped 
May 9th, 1893. 9,494 cubic yards of hard eand have been re- 
moved from 2,035 feet length and 33 feet width of cutting and to 
a depth of at least 10.5 feet at low water. No further work has 
been done up to November 30th, 1893. 

As a result of all work up to November 30th, 1893, about three- 
fourths of the shoal has been dredged to full depth. 

There was on November 80th, 1893, only $19.06 available for 
continuance of work. 

Further work awaits further appropriations. 



Vineyard Haven Harbor. 

The approved project of 1887, as modified in 1889, provides : — 
for the protection of the "Chops" (or headlands) from erosion, 
and the intervening harbor from being filled by the eroded mate- 
rial ; the whole to be done by means of stone sea walls and jetties, 
to be built along the beach in front of the bluffs at both headlands ; 
all at a total cost estimated in 1862 at $60,000 of which $42,500 
has been appropriated up to June 30th, 1893, leaving $17,500 still 
to be appropriated to complete the improvement as projected. 

A description of the work may be found at page 594, Annual 
Report of the Chief of Engineers for 1882; page 577 of 1887; 
p^e 612 of 1889 ; and page 811 of 1893. 

At the adoption of the present project, the headlands were grad- 
ually wearing away and the adjacent parts of the harbor were 
shoaling. No protection works were in existence. 

During the last fiscal year but little work was done except to 
enter into contracts for the present season's work. 

Work under contract was commenced about the beginning of 
the present fiscal year, and is still being carried on ; 608 tons of 
heavy stone and 467 tons of light stone having been placed in 
position in about 800 feet length of sea walls and jetties at the 
West Chop, and about 341 tons of large stone and 215 tons of 
light stone at the East Chop ; up to November 30th, 1893. 

As ft result of all work up to November 30th, 1893, there has 
been constructed a sea wall of 450 feet length, and a jetty of 50 
feet length, at the East Chop ; and a sea wall of 400 feet length, 3 
Jetties of from 80 to 296 feet length, a wharf, and a short break- 
water of 60 feet length, at the West Chop. 

There waa on November 30th, 1893, $1,803.25 available for 
continuance of work, which funds will probably be nsed up before 
May, 1894; after which further work will await further appro- 
priations. 
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Wareham, Harbor. 
The approved project of 1880, as modified in 1887, provides : — 
for tlie deepening and widening of tbe cbannel from Buzzards Bay 
to Wareham, so as to obtain 10 feet depth at low water over 250 
feet width from the entrance np to Barney's Point, and thence the 
same depth over 350 feet width up to Wareham ; and for the rais- 
ing and protecting of Long Beach (the eastern headland of the 
entrance) 60 ae to prevent tbe erosion of this Beach and tbe shoal- 
ing of tbe adjacent parts of the channel and harbor ; all at a total 
cost estimated in 1887 at $56,236, all of which has been appropri- 
ated up to June 30th, 1893. 

A plan of the works may be found at page 586, Annual Report 
of the Chief of Engineers for 1885 ; and further infonnatioa at 
page 550 of 1881, page 542 of 18S7, and page SU of 1893. 

At the adoption of the present project, the headland of Long 
Beach was wearing oS and the adjacent parts of the channel and 
harbor were shoaling ; tbe channel depth being limited to 9 feet at 
low water. 

During the last fiscal year dredging was continued. During 
tbe present year dredging was further continued, 35,874 cubic 
yards of mud, 1,972 cubic yards of sand stone and gravel and 4 
cabic yards of boulders having been removed from 6,118 feet 
length, and 33 to 40 feet width of cutting and to at least 10 feet 
depth at low water. Active field work was stopped August 25th, 
1893, since which time no further work has been undertaken on 
this improvement. 

As a result of all work up to November 30th, 1893, tbe channel 
has been deepened to half width and full depth of 10 feet in its 
upper portion, and to less width in its lower portions, and the 
sand spit has been partly protected by catoh-sand-fences and 
brush and stone work. 

On November 30th, 1893, there was 87.34.26 available for con- 
tinuance of work, which funds will probably be used up before 
May, 1894, after which further work will await further appro- 
priations. 

New Bedford Harbor. 
The approved project of 1887, provides: — for the deepening, 
widening and straightening of the channel from Buzzards Bay to 
New Bedford, so as to obtain 18 feet depth at low water over 200 
feet width and over its entire length ; all at a total cost estimated 
in 1687 at $35,000, of which $27,500 has been appropriated up to 
June 30th, 1893, leaving $7,500 still to be appropriated to com- 
plete the improvement as projected. 
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A description of the woiltB may be found at p^e 51i, Annual 
Report of the Chief of Eogineera for 1888 ; and a plan of the same 
in House Ex. Doc. No. 86 of the 50th Congress, 1st Session, and 
at page 815 of report of Chief of Kngineers for 1893. 

At the adoption of the present project, the channel was winding 
and only about 15 feet deep. 

During the last fiscal year preparations were made for the con- 
tinuance of the ^redging. 

Owing to accidents and delays active field work was not com- 
menced until about November Ist, since which time about 15,316 
yards of mnd and sand have been removed ; and work is still in 



As a result of all work up to November 30th, 1893, the straight 
channel has been completed on its western side, to 15 feet depth 
and at least SO feet width over its entire length ; while a slightly 
crooked channel of 80 feet width with 18 feet depth also exists over 
the same distance, wandering a little from the projected channel. 

There was on November 30th, 1893, $4,075.09 available for the 
continuance of work, which funds will probably be used up before 
next June, after which further work will await further appropria- 
tions. 

Westport Harbor. 

The approved project of 1888, provides : — for the improvement 
of the channel from the Atlantic Ocean up the West branch to 
Adamsville, and up the East branch to Westport Point so as to 
secure and maintain a channel depth of 7 feet, at low water over 
its entire length, by dredging on the " Lion*B Tongue" shoal if 
necessary ; and for the protection of Horse Neck Point (the eastern 
headland of the entrance) so as to prevent the erosion of this Point 
and the shoaling of the adjacent parts of the channel and harbor ; 
all at a total cost estimated in 1888 at S2,000, all of which has 
been appropriated up to June 30th, 1693. 

A description of the work may be found at page 645, Annual 
Report of the Chief of Engineers for 1889, and at page 818 ot 1893. 

At the adoption of the present project. Horse Neck Point was 
gradually wearing away and t^e adjacent parts of the channel and 
harbor were shoaling. 

During the last fiscal year, in the month of May, 1893, dredging 
was carried on, 6,500 yards of sand having been removed from 
1,086 feet length and 33 feet width of cutting and to a depth of at 
least 10 feet at low water. No further work has been done up to 
November 30th, 1893. 

As a result of all work up to November 30th, 1893, the headland 
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has been protected by one Jetty, 150 feet long, made of brash and 
stone ; and a channel 3S feet in width and of at least 10 feet depth 
at low water has been cut entirely across the shoal at the month of 
the east branch of the Westport River. 

There was on Xovember 30th, 1893, no money available for the 
continuance of work. 

Farther work will await farther appropriations. 

Canapitail Channel. 

The approved project of 1891, provides t — for the widening and 
deepening of the present channel (from Vineyard Sound to the 
Ocean) , between the islands of Nashawena and Cuttyhunk, Mass. ; 
so as to secure a depth of 6 feet at low water with a least width of 
150 feet, over its entire length ; all at a total cost estimated in 
1893 at $9,800 ; of which $4,800 has been appropriated up to June 
30th, 1893, leaving $5,000 still to be appropriated to complete the 
improvement as projected. 

A description of the work may be found at page 645, Annual 
Report of the Chief of Engineers for 1893 ; and a plan, at page 
830, of 1893; and in Ex. Doc., No. 59, of 52d Congress, lat 
Session. 

At the adoption of the present project, the sand shoals and es- 
pecially the occasional boulders, made this passage specially dan- 
gerous to the life-saving-station boats and other shallow draft row 
and sail -boats. 

Daring the past fiscal year in the month of June about 1,155 
tons of boulders were blasted and removed from an area of about 
1,000 feet length and 300 feet width and to a depth of 3 feet at 
low water, and also abont 1,117 cubic yards of hard sand, 944 
cubic yards of cobblestones and gravel, and about 1,233 cubic 
yards of large boulders, were dredged from 1,214 feet length and 
33 feet width of catting, so as to complete a channel way of at 
least 66 feet and at least 5 feet depth at low water, entirely 
through this water way from Buzzards Bay to Vineyard Sound. 
Excepting the removal of a few individual troublesome boulders in 
July, no further work has been done up to November .10th, 1898. 

As a result of all work up to November 30th, 1893, there has 
been made entirely through this water way, a channel, 300 feet wide 
and of 3 feet least depth at low water, including within its limits a 
narrower and deeper channel of 66 feet width and 5 feet least depth 
at low water. 

There was on November 30th, 1893, a balance of only $250.84 
available for the continnance of this work- 
Further work will await further appropriations. 
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Preliminary examiDntions of tlie following localities in Masachu- 
setts, with a view to their improvement by the United States were 
made daring the paet flecal year : — 
Woods HoU, 

Tarpaulin Cove, Kaushon Island, 
New Bedford. 
With recommendations as follows : — 

Woods Holl. That the locality was worthy of improvement 
by the general government and that a survey, to cost perhaps as 
much as $1,200, should be made to determiDe the amonnt and 
nature of improvement necessary. 

Tabpaclin Cove, Naushon Island. That the locality was 
worthy of improvement by the general government and that a sar- 
vey, to cost perhaps as much as $1,000, should be made to deter- 
mine the amount and natare of improvement necessary. 

New Bedford. That the locality was worthy of further im- 
provement by the general government and that a survey, to cost 
perhaps as much as $1,000, should be made to determine the 
amount and nature of improvement necessary. 

Wrecks. 

During the last fiscal year the following wrecks were removed 
so as to no longer obstruct the navigation of this district ; — 

" J. B. Woodbury," a schooner of 80 tons gross tonnage, from 
near Life-Saving Station at Monomoy, south end of Cape Cod, 

"Bertha J. Fellows," a schooner of 90 tons gross tonnage, from 
near Life-Saviug Station at Monomoy, south end of Cape Cod. 

" Francis Edwards," a schooner of 214 tons gross tonnage, from 
the inner harbor of Fairhaven, opposite New Bedford, Mass. 

" Geo. S. Tarbell," a schooner of 525 tons gross tonnage, from 
about 5 miles southwest of Vineyard Sound Light Ship. 

"Sooloo," a coal bai^e of 962 tons gross tonni^e, from near 
the bell buoy in Pollock Rip Channel. 

" Storm King," a coal barge of 1,261 tons gross tonnage, from 
near the bell bnoy in Pollock Rip Channel. 

" R. A. Allen," a bark of 576 tons gross tonnage, from Hand- 
kerohief Shoal, near the south end of Cape Cod. 

" Charlotte Fish," a schooner of 234 tons gross tonnage, from 
about i miles south of Monomoy Light House, Cape Cod. 

A schooner, name unknown, from the channel entrance to Nan- 
tucket Harbor, Mass. 

A schooner, name unknown, from Edgartown Harbor, about 0.6 
miles southeast of Edgartown, Mass. 



^dbvGoo^^lc 



1894.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 11. 55 

"Alva," a steam yacht of 1151 tone gross tonnage, from the 
middle of Pollock Rip ChaDoel. 

A stone schooner, name unknown, from the edge of Shovelful 
Shoal near southern Cape Cod. 

" Nellie V. Rokes," a schooner of 296 tons gross tonnage, from 
0.5 miles southeast of Chatham Light-Saving Station, Monomoy, 
Cape Cod. 

" Rogers," a schooner of 266 tons gross tonnage, from Hand- 
kerchief Shoals about 1.5 miles southwest of Monomoy Point, 
southern Cape Cod. 

Since the end of the fiscal year and up to November 30th, 1893, 
the following wrecks have also been removed so as to no longer 
obstruct the navigation of this district : — 

7 old wrecks, names doubtful, from Vineyard Haven Harbor. 

"Acacia," a schooner of 31 tons gross tonnage, from about 6 
miles southeast of Chatham, Maes. 

Preparations are now being made for removing the following 
wrecks : — 

A wreck, name unknown (supposed to be the "John P. Kel- 
sey " ) from about 1 .5 miles east of Handkerchief Light Ship. 

A wreck, name unknown (supposed to be the " G. M. Farus- 
worth " ) from Chatham Boads, Mass. 
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APPENDIX. 
[A.] 

[See page i ol thli Report, ante.] 

Articles of Agrbeuent, hade this Thirteenth Day of June 
IN THE Year Eiqhtbbn Hundked and Ninety-theee, by and 

BETWEEN THE COMMONWEALTH OF MaSSACHCSKTTS, ACTING BY 

ITS BoAKD OF Harbor anb Land GoHuisaioNERS, Party op 
THE First Part, and Ssth Perkins and Joseph E. White, 
BOTH OF Boston in said Commonwealth, Co-partners 

DOING business UNDER THE FIRM NAME OF PeRKINS AND 

White, Parties op the Second Part. 

The said parties of the second part hereby covenant and agree 
with the said part; of the first part, to do and complete all the 
work specified and described in the following specifications for 
filling with gravel portions of certain streets on the Soath Boston 
Flats, all of said work to be done and completed in the manner, 
and in aooordonoe with aod subject to the terms and conditions, 
in siud specifloations set forth ; — 

Specificalions. 
Said parties of the second part are to famish all the plant, 
tools, appliances, labor and materials for filling with gravel, as 
hereinafter specified, portions of certain streets on South Boston 
Flats, as follows : D and £ streets from the southerly line of 
Cypher Street to the southerly line of Congress Street, and Cypher, 
Claflin, Danby, £^ont and Fargo streets and Mt. Washington 
Avenue from C Street to D Street aod from D Street to E Street, 
also Anchor and Bullock streets from D Street to £ Street, 
reference being had for the looation thereof to a Plan on file in the 
office of the Board of. Harbor and Land Com miss ionere. 
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The portions of D and E streets to be filled are each 2,400 feet 
long. 

D Street is to be 80 feet aad E Street 60 feet wide on top at 
grade 16. 

All the other streets are to be 50 feet wide on top at 
grade 16. 

The aggregate length to be filled of all the 50 feet streets is 
abont 6,700 feet. 

The depth of the gravel filling to be abont 3 feet. 

The top surface of the streets, after the work is compteted, to 
be left smooth and level at grade 16, and of the fall width above 
specified measured at said grade. 

The slope of the filling on the sides of the streets to be one and 
one-half horizontal to one vertical. 

The material used for filliug to be clean, coarse gravel, free 
from rocks, large stones or boulders, clay, loam and vegetable 
matter, and satisfactor; in all reepects to the Engineer of said 
Board ; and to be deposited, levelled and trimmed in aocordanoe 
with the lines, grades and directions given by said Engineer. 

The amount of gravel required is estimated at abont 76,000 
cubic yards. The amount to be paid for to be ascertained 
by measurement in the fill after it has been deposited, 
levelled and trimmed as aforesaid, and no filling to be paid for 
which is more than 6 inches outside the prescrilied lines, grades 
and slopes. 

Measurements of material in the fill, made for the purpose of 
determining the amount of compensation due the parties of the 
second part, to be based on the grade of the surface of the bottom 
before the work is begun, and the grade of the surface of the filling 
after the work is completed ; but no allowance to be made for any 
settling or compression of the bottom, or for any shrinkage of the 
filling. 

Preparations for the work to begin at once, and the work to 
begin as soon as practicable, and to be prosecuted vigorously and 
without intermission in all suitable weather, and the whole work 
to be completed on or before July 1, 1894. 

The parties of the second part to be responsible for all damages 
to pei'sone or property arising from or in consequence of the work 
of filling, or from anything done by them in connection therewith. 
All injuries to sewers, man-holes, cateh-basins and connections to 
be made good by the parties of the second part. 

In all questions which may arise concerning measurements, lines 
and grades, the decision of said Engineer to be final. 
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All necessary aid and materials for giving or indicating lines 
and grades to be furnished by tUe parties of the second part at 
their own expense ; and convenient facilities for the inspectiou of 
the work to be furniehed whenever requested. 

All instructions aod directions of said Engineer to be strictly 
observed and followed. 

All of the work to be done to the satisfaction of said Engineer, 
and with such machinery and appliances, and by such methods, as 
shall be approved by him, and to the acceptance of said Board. 

Estimates to be made by said Engineer of the amount of work 
done and completed up to the end of each calendar month, and 
payment to be made thereon of ninety per centum of the contract 
price for such work, as computed by said Engineer ; and the re- 
maining ten per centum to be paid upon the final completion and 
acceptance of the whole work. 

If the parties of the second part refuse or neglect to prosecute 
the work, or in any other respect fail to carry out the provisions 
of this contract, said Board may annul the same, and contract 
anew with other parties, without prejudice to its claim for dam- 
ages arieiDg from breach thereof. 

The word "Engineer" as used herein means the Engineer of 
said Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners, or his authorized 
assistant in immediate charge of the work. 

The words '* parties of tbe second part " mean the persons con- 
tracting to do the work, or their agent in immediate charge of 
the work. 

The word " grade " means the grade above mean low water in 
Boston Harbor, as fixed and used by said Engineer in tbe work of 
improvement on the South Boston Flats. 

And the said party of tbe first part, in consideration of the per- 
formance and completion of all of said work in the manner and in 
accordance with the terms and conditions aforesaid, hereby cove- 
nants and agrees to pay said parties of the second part the sum of 
sixty-three (63) cents for each cubic yard of gravel filling meas- 
ured in the fill as aforesaid, the same to be iu full compensation 
for all the work and other things done, furnished, performed and 
completed as aforesaid, and to be paid at the times, and in the 
manner, and upon the terms and conditions, set forth in the fore- 
going specifications , 

In witness whereof, on the day and year first above written, 
the said Commonwealth of Massachusetts, acting by its said Board 
of Harbor and Land Commissioners, has caused these presents to 
be signed and delivered in its name and behalf, and the seal of 
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the Com tnoD wealth to be hereunto affixed, and has also caused 
these preaente to be approved by its Groyernor and Council ; and 
the said Seth Ferkine and Joseph E. White have hereunto set their 
hands and seals. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

By Hemrt W. Swift, -. Sarbor and 
JoHK I. Baker, I Land 

Chas. H. Howlamd, ) CommiMtonerg. 

Sem Perkins. [a«iL.j 

Joseph E. White. (a„i, 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
In Council, June 22, 1893. Approved. 
«L™U: ™™.] Edward F. Hahlim, 

Executive Clerk. 
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[B.] 

[B« page la of thiB Bspoct, ante.] 

Habbor and Land CoHHiBsioHBita' Office, 

COUMONWEALTH BULLDINO, 66 BoWDOIH StBEET, 

floBTON, July 8, 1893, 
Hon. Albekt E. Pillsbuby, Attorney Oeneral of the Commonweaith 
of Maasaehusetts. 

Dear Sir: — The Board of Harbor and Land CommiBeioners 
respectfully eabmit to you the following queetioD, and request you 
to give them your opinion upon it for their guidance. The qoes- 
tioD submitted is ae follows : 

Are the flats at East Boston belonging to the East Boston Com- 
pany and the Maverick Land Company, which are surrounded by 
a sea-wall with two gaps in it, constructed substantially in its 
present condition before the year 1866, subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Board of Harbor and Land Commisaionera under the pro- 
visions of Chapter 19 of the Public Statutes, or are they exempted 
from such jurisdiction under the provisions of Section 8 of Chapter 
19 of the Public Statutes on the ground that the work of filling 
said area was begun befdre the passage of the Act of 1866? 

The East Boston and Maverick Companies, through their presi- 
dent Mr. John C. .Watson and their counsel Mr. Samuel Snow, 
have submitted at the request of our Board the enclosed statement 
of their grounds for claiming such exemption. 

We desfire to ask your attention to the consideration of the 
point whether, if the said work was begun at tbe time of the pas- 
sage of the Act of 1866, nnder the construction of that statute laid 
down by the Supreme Court in the case of Attorney General v, 
Boston & Lowell R.R., 118 Mass. 345, it haa been since continu- 
ously prosecuted, so that a filling of the fiats now can fairly be 
considered a part of the same work ; or whether the prosecution 
of the old work has been so discontinued since 1866 that a present 
undertaking of filling the fiats in question would be a new work, 
and would thus require a license from our Board under the pro- 
visions of Chapter 19 of tbe Fubiic Statutes. 

The fiats and the wall in question are those which are in plain 
sight in passing between the city proper and East Boston upon 
the trains of the Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Kailroad Company. 

The larger portion of the flats enclosed by this wall belong to 
the Maverick Land Company, which was formed by the bondhold- 
ers of tbe East Boston Land Improvement Company after default, 
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the last-named Company having acquired its property from the East 
Boston Company. The rest of Llie flata in queation are still the 
property of the East Boston Company. The two companies are 
separate but Bome of their officers are the same. Mr. Wataon is 
president of both companies. 

Enclosed will be found a descriptive report of the East Boston 
Company, printed in April, 1888, which contains a lithograph map 
showing the properties of the two companies in different colors. 
Very respectfally, 
For the Boai-d of Harbor and Land CommiasioQers, 

HENEY W. SWIFT, 

Chairman. 

Attoknet Genbeal's Dbfasthbnt, 
Common wBALTH Biiil»:no, 
Boston, Joly 15, 1893. 
To THE Honorable Board of Harbor & Land Couuissioners : — 

In reply to yonr inquiry concerning the flats at East Boston' 
belonging to the East Boston Company and the Maverick Land 
Compaay, I have to say that upon the facts stated in your commn 
nication and in the accompaDying statement of the East Boston 
Company, the work of improving the same is, in my opinion, 
within the exemption of section 8 of chapter 19 of the Public 
Statutes. 

As the lands in question are private property and are not sub- 
ject, 80 far as appears, to any special requirement that the work 
of filling or improving shall be carried on without interruption, 
the only questioa appears to be whether the work yet t6 be done 
was begun prior to the passage of the statute of 18(i6. There ap- 
pears to have been a substantial beginning of the actual work of 
improvement of a defined tract of flats prior to that time ; and 
unless the work yet to be done thereupon is so distinct from and 
independent of the work originally begun as to constitute a new 
and independent work, and not a continuation of the original work, 
there seems to be no reason to doubt that it is within the exemp- 
tion. Assuming the statements of fact now before me to be cor- 
rect so far as material, I do not think it can be assumed that the 
work yet to be done upon the territory in question is not a part of 
the work contemplated in the original scheme, which was defined 
and the execution of which was begun prior to the statute of 1866. 
Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

A. E. PILLSBUBY, 

AUomey General. 



^dbvGoo^^lc 



1894.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 11. 



[C] 

[8*e paia II of thi) B«par«.] 
Agbeemekt made this First Day of Mat, 1893, by and be- 

TWBEK THE COMMONWEAI-TH Or MaSSACHOSETTS AND WeNDAL 

H. Wtman of Chelsea ih said Commonwealth. 

Said Wyman hereby agrees to break up and remove the tbree 
wreoka now lying in the tide-waters of Boston Harbor and located 
as follows, one near the shore of Chelsea Point in the town of 
Wintbrop, one near tbe old Elevating Station on tbe South Boston 
Flats and one near the head of the Reserved Channel. 

After removal the material to be deposited on the filled portion 
of South Boston Flats as far back from the inclosing sea wall or 
bolkhead as can be done by the derrick on said Wyman's vessel. 

All the work to be subject to the approval and direction of the 
Engineer of tbe Board of Harbor and Laud Commissioners and to 
the satisfaction of said Board. 

The said Wyman is to furnish at his own cost anci expense att 
the plant, apparatus, materials, appliances, and labor necessary 
for said work, and to save the Commonwealth harmless from all 
liability for damages to any person or property caused by or in 
any way arising from tbe carrying out of this agreement. 

The said work of removal shall be begun at once and shall be 
prosecuted with due diligence until completion and shall be com- 
pleted as soon as possible. 

Upon the performance of this agreement by the said Wyman to 
tbe satisfaction of the said Board of Harbor and Land CommiB- 
sioners, said Commonwealth agrees to pay to said Wyman the 
snm of four hnndred and sixty-seven (467) dollars, the same to 
be in full satisfaction for all things furnished and done under this 
agreement, and for all costs and expenses incurred by him in the 
performance of the same. 

In witness whereof, on the day and year first above written, 
the said Commonwealth, acting by its said Board of Harbor and 
Land Commissioners, has cansed these presents to be signed and 
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delivered in its oame and behalf, and the same to b€ approved by 
ite Crovemor and Council and the said Wendal H. Wyman has 
hereunto set hie hand. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

By Henry W. Swift, -j Harbor and 
John I. Baker, V Larid 

Chab. H. Howland, } CovimiBsumera. 



Wkndal H. Wyman, 
In Coanctl, May i, 1893. Approved. 



Edwabd F. Haulin, 

Executive Clerk. 
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[D.] 

[Sea page IB of tbli Report.] 
Habbob and Land CoiCMisaiOBEBB' Officb, 

COHUOHWEALTH BUH-DIUQ, 86 BOWDOIN StEBBT, 

Boston, Sept. 22, 1893. 
To the Honorable Daniel S. Lauont, Secretary of War of the United 
aiaies of America. 

Dear Sik : — The Board o( Harbor and Land Comiuissioners of 
the Commonwealth of Maasachuaetts, in the course of the per- 
formance of the duties imposed on them bj the laws of that Com- 
monwealth, submit to you the following claim of the said Common- 
wealth upon the United States, to be repaid the sum of $7,536.51, 
expended in behalf of said Commonwealth by its Board of Harbor 
sod Land CommiBsiouers for the removal of wrecks constituting 
obstructions to navigation, under authority of Chapter 260 of the 
Acts of 1883 of the said Commonwealth. 

Section 1 of said Act is as follows : — 

Section 1. Whenever a wrecked, sunken or abandoned vessel, or an j 
unlawful or unauthorized structure or thing, is deposited or suffered to 
be or remain in tJie tide-waters of this Commonwealth, and in the judg- 
ment of the Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners is, or is liable to 
cause or become, an obstruction to the safe and convenient use of such 
waters for navigation and other lawful purposes, it shall be the duty of 
said Board, and s^d Hoard shall have power, to remove such obstnio- 
tion, or cause the same Co be removed, in accordance with the provisions 
of this act. 

. SectioQ 10 of said Act is as follows : — 

Section 10. It shall be the duty of said Board of Harbor and Land 
Commissioners to make application in behalf of the Commonwealth for 
the reimbursement of any sums expended under this act, which, in the 
opinion of said Board, might properly be paid by the Unit«d States. 

We enclose herewith a copy of the last Annual Report of our 
Board which contains matter relating to the removal of wrecks and 
claim for reimbursement upoa the United States upon pages 6 and 
7, and a further report in regard to the removal of wrecks during 
the year covered by that report on pi^es 23 and 24. The Board 
stated in that report that they had in contemplation the making of 
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a request for sacli reimburaemeDt by the UDited States as soon as 
in their judgmeDt the amount was sufficiently large to ask for. 

The expenditures made for the removal of obstructions to inter- 
national and interstate navigation, and for which in our judgment 
the United States may properly be asked to reimburse the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts now amount, as above stated, to 
something over 17,500, and we think it oar duty to present this 
claim to yon as being in charge of the harbors of the United 
States, in order that you may recommend such action to Congress 
in the matter as you think proper, by way of including this as one 
of the items in the annual appropriation bill or otherwise. 

The expenditures included in the claim are as follows : — 

Item I. 

Wkkcks of Schookebs " Willie Lee " and " Sakah and Julia." 
Removed from Edgartown Harbor. 
In September, 18S3, the Board was notified by the Commissioner 
of wrecks and shipwrecked goods for Dukes County of the exist- 
ence of several wrecks in Edgartown Harbor. This matter was 
referred to Mr. Henry L. Whiting, member of the Board, who 
visited the locality and reported that two of the five wrecks which 
be found were liable to interfere with the safe navigation or an- 
chorage room of the harbor. The owners were notified to remove 
said vessels but failed to do so, and a contract was made with 
George W. Mudgett dated Feb. 16, 1884, to remove said schooners 
and their cargoes. The amount paid by the Commonwealth under 
this contract was $1,175.00. 

Item 2. 

Wreck of Schooner " Ehilt C. Dennison." 
Removed from Charles River in Boston Harbor. 
In May, 1884, the schooner "Emily C. Dennison," loaded with 
sand, was sunk in the draw-way of the Fitchburg Kailroad Bridge 
on Charles River, causing a serious obstruction to navigation as 
well as interfering with the passage of trains across said Bridge. 
The owners were notified to remove said vessel, which they failed 
to do. On May 28, 1884, the Commonwealth agreed with the 
Boston Tow Boat Company to pay said Company 83,509 for thtf 
removal of said schooner and cargo to the South Boston Flats. 
On June 23, 1884, the Boston Tow Boat Company was ordered to 
deliver to Cyms L. Harris & Co., all the rigging, fixtures and 
appurtenances of said schooner in its possession: £297.30, being 
the amount received by the Board from the sale of said schooner, 
was paid into the Treasury of the Commonwealth. 
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Amount Paid by Commonwealth : 
BoBtoQ Tow Boat Company, 
Received from sale of reasel. 



Net cost of removal f 3,202.70 

Item 3. 

Wreck op Schooner "J. P. Akgeb." 
Removed from Vineyard Haven Harbor. 
Oq January 12, 1888, a petition was received from O. W. Barry 
and others for the removal of said schooner from Viaeyard Haven 
Harbor. The owners were notified to remove said vessel, but 
failed to do so, and a cootract was made with Cbarles E. Davis, 
April 19, 1888, to remove said schooner (or $975. Mr. Davis 
abaudoued the worlt and a new contract was made with George W. 
Townsend, May 28, 1888, to remove said vessel for $1,500. 

Amount paid by Commmonweallh : 

George W. Townsend, Jl^SOO 00 

Adverdaing 3 00 

Inspection, &c 36 31 

Total cost of removal tl,639 31 

Bern 4. 

Wreck of Schooner "Aladdin," 
Removed from Boston Harbor. 
Id May, 1891, this vessel, loaded with sand, was sunk in Fort 
Point Chanael, near Mt, Washington Avenue Bridge, having been 
damaged in passing through the draw of the New York & New 
England Itailroad Bridge. The owners executed a release of all 
their interests in the vessel, cargo and a'ppurtenances, and she 
was removed by George W. Townsend under contract with the 
Commonwealth, dated June 4, 1891, for $500 and the wreckage. 

Amounts paid by the Commonwealth .- 

George W. Townsend 1500 00 

Watching vessel, 12 00 

Total cost of removal, |612 00 

Rem 5. 

Cargo of Sloop " Star." 

Removed from Boston Harbor. 

In April, 1892, the sloop " Star" with a cargo of stone was 

capsized on the southerly side of the ship channel in Boston Har- 
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bor. The stone was considered an obstruction to navigation, and 
was removed by Geoi^e W. Townsend, under contract witli the 
Commonwealth, for tl94. 

Item, 6. 

Wreck of Schooner " Lizzie Williamb." 
Removed from Boston Harbor. 
In April, 1893, the schooner "Lizzie WUIiams" was sunk in 
(he centre of the upper middle channel in Boston Harbor. The 
owners were notified to remove her but failed to do so, and she 
was removed by George W. Townsend, under contracts with the 
Commonwealth dated May 2, 1892 and May 12, 18! 
ively, at a cost to the Commonwealth of $615. 



Amounts paid by the Commontveallh : 

George W. Townsend, 1615 00 

Use of boats and damage to hawser, ... 60 00 



Total 

Received from sale of vessel, . 



1,639 31 
519 00 

19i 00 



Net cost of removal. 



SUUMART OF FORGOOIHG EXPENDITtTREB. 

Wrecks of schooners " Willie Lee " and " Sarah 

Julia," 11,475 00 

Wreck of schooner "Emily C. Dennisoii,' 
Wreck of schooner "J. P. Anger," . 
Wreck of schooner " Aladdin," 
Cargo of sloop '• Star," .... 
Wreck of schooner "Lizzie Williams," . 

Total 87,536 61 

The Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners have also during 
the period covered by the above items made other removals of 
wrecks under the act of 1883, which are excluded from the fore- 
going claim on the ground that they were for the benefit of local 
navigation merely, and did not obstruct international or interstate 
commerce. 



I have the honor to be 

Vei-y respectfully, yours, 

Henry W. Swift, 
Chairman of the Board of Harbor and Land 
Commissioners of Massachusetts. 
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Subject ; Reimbursement, Removal of ObetnictioDS to Naviga- 
tion. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
File No. 594-N. Washihoton, D. C„ October 2, 1883. 

Sir : — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 22d ultimo, submitting the claim of the Commonwealth 
of MasaachuBetta to be repaid the sum of 87,536.51 expended in 
l^ebalf of the ComiuODwealth by its Board of Harbor and Land 
Commissioners, for the removal of wrecks constituting obstruc- 
tions to navigation, under authority of Chapter 260 of the Acts of 
1883 of the Commonwealth of the State, which claim you submit 
with the request that it may be laid before Congress to be in- 
cluded as one of the items in tfae annual appropriation bill or 
otherwise. 

In reply I beg to quote for your information the following re- 
port of the Chief of Engineers, dated the 26th ultimo, in the 
matter : 

"Under provisions of SeclJon4of the Act of Congress approved June 
14, 1880, the duty of causing the removal of wrecks obatinicting or en- 
dangering navigation devolves upon, the Secretary of War, and he is 
authorized to make requisition upon the Treasury for the expenses of 
such removals. This law had been in existence three years at the time 
the act of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts was passed nnder author- 
ity of which the action herein mentioned was taken, and it would 
seem that the authoritLes of the State should have been cognizant 
thereof. 

" Congress having exclusive control of this subject, and having passed 
a law making all necessary provisions in regard thereto, I am of the 
opinion that the State of Massachnsetts has no legal or equitable basis 
for the claim herein recited, and I recommend that the Board of Harbor 
and Land Commissioners be advised that it is not proper for the War 
Department to recommend any action in the premises to Congress." 
Very respectfully, 

Daniel S. Lamont, 

Secretary of War. 
Hemrt W. Swift, Esq., 
Chairman Board of Harbor £ Land ComntisHoners, Commonweallh of 
Massachusetts, 65 Bowdoin Street, Boston, Mass. 

Habbdb and Land Comhisiiosbbs' Opfick, 

* COHMONWBALTH BniLDINa, 65 BOWDOIN StBEBT, 

BoiTON, Oct. 6, 1893. 
Hon. Daniel S. LjUUONT, Secretary of War of the United States. 

Dear Sir : — The Board of Harbor and Land Commiasioners of 
Massachusetts have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
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letter of the Sod of October, in which you decline to recommend to 
Congress an appropriation to repay the sum of $7,536.51, expended 
by the Cooimon wealth of Mnseachusetts for the removal of wrecks 
conetituting obstructions to navigation. 

The extract from the report of the Chief of Engineers quoted in 
your letter declares the policy of the United States to be to claim 
and exercise exclusive jurisdiction in the removal of wrecks. We 
therefore respectfully recommend that the statutes of the United 
States be amended so as to allow immediate action in the removal 
of wrecks to be taken in the case of an emergency. The provisions 
of Section 4 of the Act of Congress, approved June 14, 1880, 
referred to in your letter, require 30 days notice by publica- 
tion and a further time sufflcient to allow the owner to remove 
the wreck after such notice, so that in practice it is found 
impossible for the United States authorities to begin the 
removal of a wreck sooner than 40 days after receiving notice of 
the obstruction. 

This power is in many cases obviously insufficient, and the 
United States authorities have in several instances been obliged to 
leave to our BoaM the removal of wrecks where immediate action 
was necessary. 

The case of the "Lizzie Williams," which occurred last year, 
and which is mentioned in our Report enclosed in our former letter 
to you, is an illustration of this. In that case on being notified 
that the vessel was sunk in the ship channel of Boston Harbor 
where the ocean steamers and other vessels were passing out and 
in daily, we found on application to Col. Mansfield, the engineer 
officer representing the United States in this District, that he was 
powerless to act witbout complying with the terms of the Act of 
1880, and it was found that the only way to get the vessel promptly 
out of the channel was for our Board to proceed at once under the 
authority of the state law, which we did. 

Another illustration is the case of the schooner " Emily C. Den- 
nison," which was mentioned in our previous letter to you. This 
vessel loaded with sand was sunk in the draw-way of the Fitcbburg 
Railroad Bridge over the Charles River, causing a complete ob- 
struction to navigation at that point and preventing the passage of 
trains across the bridge. The statement of this case is sufficient 
to show how completely inadequate the present provisions of tlic 
United States statute are upon this subject, which would have 
required a delay of from 30 to 40 days before the United 
States authorities could lawfully remove this vessel from the draw- 
way. 



^dbvGoo^^lc 



1894.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 11. 73 

We therefore respeotfally urge that, if the United States desires 
to reject the assistaiioe of this CommoDweftltb in performing its 
duties in regard to the removal of wrecks, it should amend its laws 
BO that these duties may be promptly and efficiently performed by 
its own officers. 

Very respectfully yonrs, 
For the Board of Harbor and Land CommiBsionere 

of Massachusetts, 
Henry W. Swift, Chairman. 
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[B.] 

[See page 40 of ihli Report.] 

Mass. Kesoltes, 

CbBp. 148, MBrcli M, 1793. 

ComiOKVElLTH or UASaACBDBETTS. 

In the House of Refhebbktativeb, Haicb 22^, 17S3. 

Whereas tbe Honorable Walter Spooner Esq one of the 
Overseers of the Marehpee and Herring pond Tribee of Indians 
and Joeeph Nye Esq one of the Guardians of said Indians have 
by their Memorial represented to this Court that they are unable 
to preserve the property of said Indians for want of proper and 
certain boundaries being kept up between the land belonging to 
said Tribes and the several Towns and Individuals adjoining the 
same, and they on behalf of said Indians and Josiah Samson, 
Josiab Fuller, Ebenezer Crocker, Nye Jones, Matthew Brigge, 
William Fuller and Cornelius Samson being a major part of the 
proprietors of land adjoining said Indian land and the Selectmen 
of the Town of Barnstable in behalf of said Town have mutually 
requested this Court to appoint a Committee to perambulate and 
settle the boundary lines between the parties. 

Resolved that the Honorable George Partridge Esquire of Dux- 
bnry in the County of Plymouth, Samuel Smith of Dartmouth in 
tbe County of Bristol and Nathaniel Hammond of Kochester in 
said County of Plymouth be and hereby are appointed authorized 
and empowered to perambulate and settle the true boundary lines 
between the lands of the said Marsbpee tribe of Indians and the 
proprietors and Town aforesaid and also to run and settle tlie line 
between the land of the said Herring pond tribe and the pro- 
prietors of land adjoining thereto, or of said such pi-oprietors as 
shall concur with said Committee in running and settling said line. 
Tbe doings of the said Committee certified under their hands to 
this Court and accepted & recorded in the Office of the Register 
of deeds of the County where such lands lay to be definite and 
conclusive between the parties. 

Sent up for Concurrence 

David Cobb, Spki 
In Senate March 26, 1793. 

Read and Concnrred, 

Sam'- Phillips Pr$dt 
Approved John Hancock. 
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Mass Resolves, 

Cbap. 3. Jsn'y 22, llfl4. 

COUIIOH WEALTH 01 



In Sbhatb, Jftn" 2iBt, 179*. 

Whereas it appears, from ttie representation ot Greorge Part- 
ridge Esq' that by reaeoD of the death of Samuel Smith, the 
committee appointed by a Eesolution of the Greneral Court of the 
26tb of March last, for perambulating & settling the bouudary 
line between the lands oC the Marsbpee tribe of Indians & the 
several Towns <& Individuals adjoining the same, are unable to 
oompleat the business of their commission. 

Resolved that Isaac Thompson Esq be, & hereby is appointed 
on the committee aforesaid in the room of the said Samnel Smith 
deceased and authorized in conjunction with George Partridge 
Esq & Nath' Hammond to do & perform all the business desig- 
nated in the Resolution aforecited. 

Sent down for concurrence 

Sam' Phillips Prsdt 

In the House of Representives Jany 21, 1794 
Approved Jany 22, 1794 Read and Concurred 

Sam' Adams Edward W, Robbins Speaker. 

Mass Besolv&s, 

CbapMr 6. JsDnsr; £2, ITBB. 

To the Hon" General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts. 

We The Subscribors being Appointed & Commissioned by a Re- 
solve of the 22""* of March A D 1793 & by another Resolve of 
Jan^ 21" A.D. 1794 to perambulate and settle a boundary Line be- 
tween the lands of the Mashpee Tribe of Indians And the proprie- 
tors and Town of Barnstable — having notified and fully beard all 
persons and parties Interested in the Settlement — have fixed and 
determined the said lines and bounds to be as foUoweth Viz, 

Beginning at a Stake well known by the name of the Ave mile 
Stake which is a Comer bound betwixt the Towns of Sandwich and 
Barnstable — said stake stands about five Rods southeast of a deep 
miry bottom, thence Running south thirty two degrees and three 
quarters East one hundred and eighty rods to the middle of a small 
bushe swamp lying by Chopchase field (so called) thence sontb 
twentyone degrees east one hundred and ninety one Rods to a 
fltake and stones by the side of an hill about two Rods southwest 
of a miry swamp — thence south thirty three degrees west one 
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handred and ninety four Rods — to a Stake by the side of a fence — 
thence West twenty nine degrees south thirty Eoda to a brook or 
River Called Somtuite alia* Contuite Kiver a little below a pond 
called Somtnite alias Contuite pond — thence down stream by the 
middle of said River to paupaneseet bay — thence by said Bay to 
the sea — leaving two Islands — of salt marsh or flats called Thatch 
Islands lying in said bay to appertain and belong to the district 
of Mashpee — Witness our hands the seventh day of October A D 
1794. 

6e° Partridge 
Isaac Thomson 
Kath' Hammond 

In Senate Jan' 21* 1795. Read & accepted & Ordered that 
the same be entered on the Records of the Commonwealth 

Sent down for concurrence 

Sam*- pHiLtrrs Pradt 

In the House of Represen" Jan' 22' 1795 
Jan' 22, 1795 Read and Concurred 

Approved Samnel Adams Edw° W Robbiks iSpk'' 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Office of ms Seobetaby, Boctok, yoTtmber I, 1893. 

I certify the foregoing to be true copies of the original papera 
in the custody of this Office. 

Witness the Seal of the Commonwealth, 
[SEAi.] Isaac H. Esobtt, 

Deputy Secretary, 
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